


Once upon a time, in a little village, there was 
a Giant's castle. It had a very big garden. There 
were pretty flowers, tall fruit trees and happy birds. 

Every day, the children from the village played in 
the Giant's garden, but they did not see the Giant. 
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One day the children were in the garden, when they 
heard a big noise ... Boom, Boom, Boom. 

They turned and saw a very big pair of boots. 
They looked up and they saw the Giant's big red 
face. He was not happy. 'This is my garden!' he said. 
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'These are my trees and my flowers,' he said, 'and 
this is my castle! It's all mine!' r 

'This is a very big garden,' a boy said. He pointed 
to a small corner of the garden. 'Please can we play 
here? We are very quiet children.' . 

'NO!' the Giant answered. 
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Tht; (iiant built a big wall around his garden. 'Now 
th<.; children cannot play in my garden!' he smiled. 

Ilc made the wall higher and higher. 
'Hal' he laughed, 'now the children cannot see my 
garden!' 

The children sadly watched the Giant build the 
wall. 
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'Oh, he's a selfish Giant!' the children said. 'He has 
a big and beautiful garden ... and we have nothing!' 

They watched the Giant build the wall higher 
and higher. Next, the Giant wrote on the wall. He 
wrote 'NO CHILDREN' in very big letters. 



Then it was summer. The children remembered the 
Giant's garden. 

'We were very happy there,' they said. 
But summer did not come to the Giant's garden. 

Every day he looked from his window, and every 
day it grew colder and cloudier. The garden was 
very quiet. 

The wind came and blew the leaves off the trees. 
The snow came, quickly and quietly and all the 
flowers went to sleep. 

When the thunder and lightning came, the birds 
and butterflies were gone. 'My garden is not 
beautiful,' the Giant said, 'it's a sad place.' 
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One da y, tIll' <;ian t put on his big coat and his boots 
and went into till' garden. The wind blew in his face 
when he wall, l'd to the high wall. The snow hurt his 
cheeks. 

The Giant looked over the wall. He was very sad. 
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'It's sunny over the wall in the village.' he said. 
There were leaves on the trees and flowers in the 

little gardens. It was summer in the village. 
'Why did the summer not come to my garden?' 

he asked. 'It's very cold and wintry here.' 
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The children were very sad. They tried to look over 
the wall around the Giant's garden. But the wall 
was too hq~h . 

'I k11ow .. .' Olll' hoy said, ' ... we can make a hole in 
the wall!' 

'Brilliant!' the children laughed, and they 
quickly started to work. 
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The next morning the Giant heard a little bird 
singing near his window. He jumped up and looked 
at the garden. 

It was winter in the garden. But in one small 
corner, near the wall, the Giant could see some 
flowers and some sun ... and the children. 



The children ran from the garden when they saw 
the (;ian!. Winter came again. 

'Come hack!' the Giant said, 'I'm sorry. It's a sad, 
cold place when there arc no friends.' 

One boy came hack into the garden. He was a 
very small boy. 

'Hello, little friend,' the Giant said. 
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The Giant smiled and slowly gave his hand. The 
boy climbed on the Giant's big hand and the Giant 
put him in the tree. The flowers started to grow and 
the sun started to smile. The children saw them and 
they ran happily into the garden. 



The children played there every day, but the little 
boy did not come back. 

Years later, when the Giant was old and ill, the 
little boy came once again. 

'You came,' the Giant said. 
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'Yes,' the little boy answered, 'to say goodbye.' 
'Thank you, little friend,' the happy Giant said. 

ACTIVITIES 

Before You Read 
1. Look at the four pictures. Can you find: 

a. spring, b. summer, c. autumn d. winter? 
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After You Read 
2. Find the children in the pictures. 

a. throwing a snowball. b. watching the wind blow. 
c. climbing a tree. d. standing in a tree. 

15 



Pearson Education Limited 

Edinburgh Gate, Harlow 
Essex CM20 2] E, England 

and Associated Companies throughout the world. 

ISBN-13: 978-0-582-45609-9 
ISB N- I 0: 0-582-45609-6 

5 7 9 10 8 6 

This adaptation first published by 
Penguin Books 2001 

The Selfish Giant, Level 2, by Oscar Wilde 

Adapted by Marie Crook 
Seri es Edi tor: Melanie Williams 

Series crea ted by Annie Hughes and Melanie Williams 

Text copyright © Penguin Books 2001 
Illust rations copy n ght ~ ' 200 1 Richard Hook/ Linden Artists; B. Dowty. G-C I 

Design by Rita Storey 

Colour reproduction by Spectrum Colour 
Printed in C hina 

SWTC/05 

rill nif/IIS rese>'Ved; no part of this publication may be reproduced, swred in a retrieval 
system, or transmiued in any fo rm or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording, or oliwnvise, without the prior wriuen permission of the Publishers. 

Answers to the Acti vities in this book are in the 
Penguin Young Readers Free Factsheet 

at www.penguinreaders.com 

1 
Chants 

Chant J 
Boom, boom, boom 
A big pair of boots 
Boom, boom, boom 
A big, red face 

This is my garden 
These are my trees 
This is my castle 
It's all mine 

Boom, boom, boom 
A big pair of boots 
Boom, boom, boom 
The giant's red face 

Chant3 

Chant2 
It's summer over there 
It's winter over here 
Summer didn't come 
To the giant's garden 

The wind came, the snow 
came 
Thunder and lightning too 
The birds are gone, the 
butterflies are gone 
Summer didn't come 
To the giant's garden 

It's summer over there 
It's winter over here 
Summer didn't come 
To the giant's garden 

When the children came back 
To the garden 
The flowers started to grow 

When the children came back 
To the garden 
The sun started to smile 

When the children came back 
To the garden 
The giant was happy again 



The selfish giant does not want 
the children to play in his garden, 

but there is a happy ending. 
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