
 

 

What is the future of Electronic Bag Tags ? 

 

If you already experienced whether a ruined wedding, or a ruined meeting, as your suitcase – 

which was containing the essential file, the essential suit or present – did not appear on the 

carrousel upon arrival of your flight…or if you do need your suitcase at any time.. 

You can now relax and travel easy…With electronic bag tags, luggage can now be tracked in 

real time…this will make your life trouble-free, thanks to the RFID technology. 

RFID means radio frequency identification. This is a method for tracking goods in general, by 

means of tags which transmit a radio signal. 

As we are fully now in the era of digitalization and with the use and transmission of digital data, 

the electronic bag tags have started replacing the usual paper bag tags. 

These electronic tags include an RFID chip that is compliant with airport sorting systems, and 

they are powered by a 3v coin battery said to last up to 2500 flights. 

The luggage tag displays baggage information exactly in the same format and size of typical 

paper labels, but on a digital screen located near the handle of the suitcase. 

You just need an application on your mobile phone (the airline’s mobile application), and use, 

for instace, a suitcase which has been manufactured with this digital screen. 

The digital screen provides an e-screen display (just like a mini Kindle) and has approximately 

the same width and size as a standard paper bag label. 

On the airline application (whether Android or Ios) of your mobile phone, you just need to select 

“Add your Electronic Tag”. Then you select the appropriate electronic tag ID. The tag details 

are then transmitted to the tag. Then they appear on your suitcase and can also be seen on 

the airline application. 

These devices help cut the check-in time and the time spent at self-service kiosks. More 

resilient than paper tags, they are thus less likely to become detached from the bag.  And by 

comparison with the currently 3 or 4 billion paper labels printed worldwide each year, they help 

reduce the environmental impact. 

What is more they turn out to be an excellent illustration for the IATA initiative called Resolution 

753, as it should help airlines reduce mishandling or loss, via the implementation of cross-

industry tracking for every baggage journey. 



The average initial fare for one of those bags is still around 500 USD, but if you are a frequent 

traveler who wants more control during the travel process, using really efficient technology, 

you might want to give it a try. 

Bags which include features such as Electronic Bag Tags are also known as smart bags. 

That being said, smart bags and electronic bag tags sometimes contain integrated lithium 

batteries (some manufacturers claim their batteries do not contain any lithium) which pose a 

risk when they are placed in the hold of an aircraft.  

Whatever it be, and IATA Dangerous Goods Regulation being clear about what can be 

approved or not by the operator (lithium content, or watt-hour rating for lithium ion batteries e.g 

power banks), as part of safety management and risk mitigation, some airlines already ask 

their customers to remove the battery in case the bag has to be checked (if the customer is 

able to take the bag into the cabin, s/he will  be able to leave the battery installed).  

It seems that the bag tag remains operational even disconnected, though, the bag being 

already checked. 

Food for thought for innovative technology vs convenience, thus, adaptations being 

continuously necessary anyway for the future. 
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