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Recent developments in EU environmental policy 
 

First Europe-wide strategy on plastics 

 

Plastics is a versatile and useful material, which is why globally we use 20 times more of it today than 
we did in the 1960s; but plastic also poses problems. Some of the "disposable" products we use for 
just a few seconds or minutes remain as litter for many decades. Across the world, plastics make up 
85% of beach litter. 5-13 million tons of plastic waste ends up in the world's oceans every year.  

In January 2018, the European Commission adopted the first Europe-wide EU Strategy for Plastics in 
the Circular Economy. The strategy aims to transform the way plastic products are designed, used, 
produced and recycled in the EU. There is a strong business case for this transformation, and by 
taking the lead in this transition, new investment opportunities and jobs will be created.  Reaching 
most of the objectives outlined in the Plastics Strategy will require research and innovation in several 
areas and therefore major additional investments. So far, Horizon 2020 has provided more than €250 
million to finance R&D in areas of direct relevance for the strategy. Until 2020, an additional €100 
million will be devoted to financing the development of smarter and more recyclable plastics 
materials, making recycling processes more efficient and tracing and removing hazardous substances 
and contaminants from recycled plastics. 

Under the new strategy, by 2030 all plastic packaging in the EU should be designed to be recyclable 
or reusable. This will help Member States reach the recently agreed municipal waste recycling targets 
for plastic packaging of 55% by 2030. The consumption of single-use plastics will be reduced and the 
intentional use of microplastics and oxo-plastics will be restricted. The Commission will also establish 
labels for biodegradable and compostable plastics.  

New rules on packaging will be developed to improve the recyclability of plastics used on the market 
and to increase the demand for recycled plastic content. With more plastic being collected for 
recycling, investment will be needed in improved and scaled up recycling facilities, alongside a better 
and standardised system for the separate collection and sorting of waste across the EU. This will save 
around a hundred euros per tonne collected. It will also deliver greater added value for a more 
competitive, resilient plastics industry. The Plastic Strategy also proposes to look into actions to 
specifically tackle single-use plastic items and other marine litter, including lost or abandoned fishing 
gear. The Commission will present a legislative proposal in the second quarter of 2018 with measures 
to tackle the main causes of marine litter.  

While the EU does its own homework, it will also work with partners from around the world to come 
up with global solutions by working in different multilateral fora and through bilateral dialogues. For 
more detail on this, see the chapters on 'Harnessing Global Action' in the Communication and the 
Staff Working Document. 

 

More information: 

EU Strategy for Plastics in the Circular Economy - communication  
EU Strategy for Plastics in the Circular Economy - staff working document  
EU Strategy for plastics in the Circular Economy - brochure  
Strategy for plastics - press release and questions and answers  
Factsheets on the strategy for plastics in a circular economy  
Factsheet - changing the way we use plastics  
Other 2018 Circular Economy Action Plan initiatives  
 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1516265440535&uri=COM:2018:28:FIN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1516265440535&uri=SWD:2018:16:FIN
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/plastics-strategy-brochure.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-5_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-6_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/factsheets-european-strategy-plastics-circular-economy_en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/pdf/pan-european-factsheet.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm
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Safer drinking water for all Europeans 

 

The European Commission adopted on 1 February a proposal for a revised drinking water directive to 
improve the quality of drinking water and provide greater access and information to citizens. The 
proposal for modernizing the 20 year old drinking water directive responds to the first successful 
European Citizens' Initiative, "Right2Water", that gathered 1.6 million signatures in support of 
improving access to safe drinking water for all Europeans.  

The rules which the Commission proposes to update will improve water quality and safety by adding 
new and emerging substances to the list of criteria for determining water safety. These additions 
take account of the latest recommendations of the World Health Organisation. Another important 
change in the legislation will give the public easy, user-friendly online access to information about 
the quality and supply of drinking water in their living area, improving confidence in tap water. Lower 
consumption of bottled water can help households in Europe save more than €600 million per year. 
With improved confidence in tap water, citizens can also contribute to reducing plastic waste from 
bottled water, including marine litter. Better management of drinking water from Member States will 
avoid unnecessary loss of water and contribute to lowering the CO2 footprint. The proposal will 
therefore make a meaningful contribution to reaching the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 
(Goal 6) and the Paris Agreement objectives on climate change.  

More information: 

Proposal for a revised directive on the quality of drinking water including the explanatory 
memorandum  
Safer drinking water for all Europeans - press release and questions and answers, Factsheet  

 

Air Quality Summit 

Air pollution continues to be the number one environmental cause of early death in the EU with 
estimates of more than 400,000 premature deaths per year. This comes at a high price to society, 
with total external health-related cost estimates in the range of €330-940 billion per year. On 30 
January, the Commissioner for Environment Karmenu Vella invited ministers from nine Member 
States, namely the Czech Republic, Germany, Spain, France, Italy, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia and 
the United Kingdom, who face infringement procedures for exceeding agreed air pollution limits, so 
as to ensure that credible, timely and effective measures are implemented to achieve full compliance 
with existing air quality standards across the EU as soon as possible. All other Member States with an 
ongoing infringement case and/or that continue to have exceedances, stay under the Commission's 
close observation, both as regards their ongoing infringement cases as well as continued dialogue 
with these Member States. 

The Commission wants to cooperate with Member States to help them comply with the emission 
limits, which they have agreed to respect, and which contribute to improving citizens' health. These 
are limits for several key pollutants, namely Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and particulate matter (PM10), 
which had to be met in 2010 and 2005 respectively. The most recent example of outreach is the 
Clean Air Forum hosted by Commissioner Vella together with the Mayor of Paris in November 2017 
to identify effective solutions to reduce emissions. The Commission has also initiated intensive 
dialogues with Member States with the launch of the Environmental Implementation Review in 2017, 
and with specific Clean Air Dialogues and Air Quality Expert Group meetings 2-3 times per year. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1519210589057&uri=CELEX:52017PC0753
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1519210589057&uri=CELEX:52017PC0753
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-429_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-430_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-drink/pdf/factsheet_safer_drinking_water.pdf
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Ensuring compliance with EU environmental rules 

 

In January this year, the European Commission adopted an Action Plan to help public authorities in 
Member States to promote, monitor and enforce compliance with EU environmental rules on 
activities that can cause pollution or environmental harm. The measures will enable all industrial 
operators, public utilities, farmers, foresters, hunters and others to better follow existing 
environmental rules. This will help to ensure a level playing field across the EU, and allow European 
citizens to enjoy cleaner water and air, safer waste disposal and a healthier nature. 

The nine actions, which will be implemented over 2018-2019, aim to help inspectors and law officers 
to combine forces, encourage professional training and improve information to Member States and 
practitioners. They will also address specific topics such as environmental crime (In particular waste 
and wildlife trafficking).  

More information: 

Communication "EU actions to improve environmental compliance and governance"  
Commission Decision setting up a group of experts on environmental compliance and governance  
Compliance Assurance Factsheet 
 
 
 

Sustainable finance: Commission's Action Plan for a greener and cleaner economy 

 
On 8 March, the European Commission unveiled its strategy for a financial system that supports a 
greener and more sustainable economy. In a nutshell, sustainable finance means integrating 
sustainability considerations into financial decision-making. With annual investment to reach our 
climate, energy, waste and water targets estimated at 270 billion €, the strategy is an important 
milestone in steering finance towards meeting these needs. The proposed EU strategy on sustainable 
finance is setting out a roadmap for further work and upcoming actions covering all relevant actors in 
the financial system. These include: establishing a common language for sustainable finance 
("taxonomy"), i.e. common EU definitions for what is green and what is not and identify areas where 
sustainable investment can make the biggest impact; creating EU labels for green financial products 
such as green bonds or green investment funds on the basis of this EU classification system; clarifying 
the duties of institutional investors and asset managers to take sustainability into account in the 
investment process; and enhancing transparency in corporate reporting.  

 
More Information: 
Press release 
MEMO 
Factsheet    
Action Plan on Sustainable Finance 
More information on sustainable growth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/pdf/COM_2018_10_F1_COMMUNICATION_FROM_COMMISSION_TO_INST_EN_V8_P1_959219.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/pdf/env-17-017-env-complianceassurance-factsheet_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-1404_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-1425_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/info/files/180308-action-plan-sustainable-growth-factsheet_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/180308-action-plan-sustainable-growth_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/180308-action-plan-sustainable-growth_en
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International environmental events 
 

8th World Water Forum 

 

The 8th edition of the World Water Forum (WWF) was hosted by Brazil from 18-23 March 2018. 
More than 6000 participants from more than 100 countries and organisations took part in the WWF. 
The WWF is the world’s biggest water-related event and is organized by the World Water Council 
(WWC), an international organization that brings together all those interested in the theme of water. 
Its mission is to promote awareness, build political commitment and trigger action on critical water 
issues at all levels. The European Commission was represented through different DGs (ENV, RTD, 
DEVCO and JRC), led by Joanna Drake, Deputy Director General (DDG) of DG ENV. The high level 
segment concluded with the adoption of a political declaration. The Commission's team participated 
in two high level panels on climate change and water and on financing water. Three side events were 
organised: on understanding the nexus between water, energy, food security and ecosystem for 
development, on the EU water cooperation with the strategic partners China and India, and on the 
science- policy interface.   
Moreover, profiting from the presence of the DDG in Brazil, a number of bilateral meetings were 
organised with Brazilian authorities and NGOs mainly focussing on forestry, biodiversity and water. In 
particular on water, both sides agreed to enhance cooperation.  

 

More information: 

http://www.worldwaterforum8.org/en/8th-world-water-forum-march-18-23-2018 

 

World Sustainable Development Summit 

 

The 2018 year edition of the World Sustainable Development  Summit (WSDS) – 'Partnerships for a 
resilient planet' - organised by the Indian policy research organisation Energy and Resources Institute 
(Teri) took place from February 15-17 in Delhi. Opened by Prime Minister Modi and benefitting from 
a keynote speech by Jeffrey Sachs, the Summit demonstrated the increasing centrality of the Circular 
Economy concept to India’s political thinking. For the Commission, ENV Director Astrid Schomaker 
spoke in various panels. A number of debates during WSDS highlighted the need for behaviour 
change, government leadership, sector specific approaches and for involving all stakeholders in 
policy formulation and implementation. The EU’s frontrunner role was repeatedly invoked and the 
EU had high visibility.  The fact that India cannot do it alone was a recurrent theme together 
with calls for strong International cooperation, sharing experiences, learning and innovation.  

The EU-India cooperation on environment is strongly focused on resource efficiency and circular 
economy. The overall objective to support India in the implementation of the UN global sustainable 
consumption and production (SCP) agenda by way of adopting international standards and business 
best-practices on resource efficiency. The specific project objective is to foster the efficient and 
sustainable use of natural resources in India.  A Circular Economy Mission to India is planned early 
September taking advantage of the work of the project and the strong support received at the last 
EU India summit in which EU and Indian leaders reiterated the importance of reconciling economic 
growth and environment protection, highlighting the importance of moving towards a more circular 
economic model that reduces primary resource consumption and enhances the use of secondary raw 
materials. 

http://www.worldwaterforum8.org/en/8th-world-water-forum-march-18-23-2018
http://www.worldwaterforum8.org/en/8th-world-water-forum-march-18-23-2018
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Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission Ministerial 
 

The last ministerial meeting of HELCOM, the Baltic Marine Environment Protection Convention, took 
place in Brussels on March 6, 2018, under EU Chairmanship. The Ministers adopted an important 
Ministerial Declaration which takes stock of the results of the second State of the Baltic Sea Report 
and reaffirms contracting parties' commitment to implement the Baltic Sea Action Plan (which is the 
main guiding document for HELCOM action and sets out the vision to achieve a healthy Baltic Sea by 
2021). Ministers also decided to give a mandate to HELCOM to update the Baltic Sea Action Plan to 
consider new issues not yet or partially tackled, such as marine litter, underwater noise, nutrient 
recycling, and regional ocean governance. The update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan should also take 
into account the Sustainable Development Goals, with a 2030 perspective. The EU currently holds the 
Chairmanship of HELCOM since June 2016. Finland will take over in June 2018.  

The Helsinki Convention was established more than 40 years ago, in 1974 and was the first 
Convention ever to address all sources of pollution of an entire sea. The Contracting Parties are now 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Sweden, the EU and Russia.  

 

More information: 
Ministerial Declaration 

 

Preparing for the 14th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention 

on Biological Diversity in November 

 
The 14th Conference of the Parties (COP) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 14 is 
scheduled for 10-22 November in Sharm-el-Sheikh, Egypt, to be preceded by a high-level-segment on 
7-8 November and an African Biodiversity Summit on 6 November. The 21st meeting of the Subsidiary 
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA-21), held in Montreal 11-14 
December 2017, provided recommendations to the COP on a range of topics, notably: 

 biodiversity and health 

 guidelines on sustainable use of wild meat in tropical and sub-tropical areas (coherent with a 
significant project funded by DG DEVCO) 

 mainstreaming biodiversity into energy and mining, infrastructure, manufacturing and processing 
industry, and health sectors (which will be a major topic at CoP 14)  

 topics particularly relevant for the preparations of the follow-up to the Strategic Plan for 
Biodiversity 2011-2020, to be adopted at CBD COP15 in China in 2020: 

o importance of coherent modelling of biodiversity, climate and socio-ecological scenarios 
o tools for evaluating effectiveness. 

 
 
More information: 
Documents and policy briefs available at: www.cbd.int/meetings/SBSTTA-21 
Ad-hoc technical advisory groups (AHTEGs) and other technical expert groups have addressed i.a. 
synthetic biology and digital sequencing information.  
 
 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/HELCOM%20Brussels%20Ministerial%20Declaration.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/meetings/SBSTTA-21
https://bch.cbd.int/synbio/peer-review/
https://www.cbd.int/abs/dsi-gr/ahteg.shtml
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Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services 

 

The sixth Plenary session of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) was held in Medellin, Colombia from 17-24 March 2018. 

IPBES is an independent intergovernmental body, established in 2012. It provides policymakers with 
objective scientific assessments about the state of knowledge regarding the planet’s biodiversity, 
ecosystems and the benefits they provide to people, as well as the tools and methods to protect and 
sustainably use these vital natural assets. IPBES is unique – harnessing the best expertise from across 
all scientific disciplines and knowledge communities – to provide policy-relevant knowledge and to 
catalyse the implementation of knowledge-based policies at all levels in government, the private 
sector and civil society. To some extent IPBES does for biodiversity what the IPCC does for climate 
change.  

IPBES 6 approved a thematic assessment on land degradation and restoration and four regional 
assessments of biodiversity and ecosystem services. The four regions are: 1) Central Europe and 
Central Asia, 2) the Americas, 3) African and 4) Asia and the Pacific.   

Some highlights of the IPBES findings:  

 Land degradation through human activities is undermining the well-being of at least 3.2 
billion people. 

 Land degradation and climate change are likely to force 50 to 700 million people to migrate 
by 2050. 

 Biodiversity loss is projected to reach 38–46% by 2050. The strongest drivers of biodiversity 
loss to date have been agriculture followed by forestry, infrastructure, urban encroachment 
and climate change. In the 2010–2050 period, climate change, crop agriculture and 
infrastructure development are expected to be the drivers of biodiversity loss with the 
greatest projected increase. 

 The estimated economic cost of biodiversity and ecosystem services lost because of land 
degradation is more than 10% of annual global gross product. 

 Land degradation is a major contributor to climate change, and climate change is foreseen as 
a leading driver of biodiversity loss (along with crop agriculture and infrastructure 
development) through 2050.   

 The contribution of land degradation to climate change includes the release of carbon 
sequestered in soil. Between 2000 and 2009, land degradation was responsible for annual 
global emissions of 3.6–4.4 billion tonnes of CO2. 

 Deforestation alone contributes approximately 10% of all human-induced greenhouse gas 
emissions, and can further alter the climate through changes in surface reflectivity and the 
generation of dust particles. 

 The benefits of land restoration exceed the costs by an average ratio of 10 to one.   

More information:  

https://www.ipbes.net/news/media-release-worsening-worldwide-land-degradation-now-
%E2%80%98critical%E2%80%99-undermining-well-being-32  

  

https://www.ipbes.net/news/media-release-worsening-worldwide-land-degradation-now-%E2%80%98critical%E2%80%99-undermining-well-being-32
https://www.ipbes.net/news/media-release-worsening-worldwide-land-degradation-now-%E2%80%98critical%E2%80%99-undermining-well-being-32
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G7 Plastics Workshop 

 

Canada holds the G7 Presidency in 2018. Prime Minister Trudeau has indicated that the oceans will 
be one of the major themes discussed at the G7 Summit in Charlevoix (Quebec) on 8-9 June 2018. As 
a contribution to the Summit's preparations and in the context of the G7 Resource Efficiency Alliance 
and G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter, DG ENV and the Ministry of Environment of Japan a G7 
Plastics Workshop on 22-23 March in Brussels. 

From the EU side, the objective was to influence G7 thinking along the same lines of the EU's 
approach in the Plastics Strategy, i.e. making 'circular' a sector that is now pretty much linear and 
focusing on prevention over end of pipe solutions. After seven packed sessions with a total of about 
30 speakers, covering issues ranging from clean plastic value chains, extended producer 
responsibility and deposit return schemes, single-use plastics, microplastics and leakage to the 
environment, as well as information campaigns and innovation, the workshop successfully concluded 
with a sessions focused on recommendations and further action.  

More information: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/international_issues/relations_g20_events_en.htm 

 

 

 

Bilateral environmental meetings 
 

9th EU-China Bilateral Coordination Mechanism meeting on Forest Law 
Enforcement and Governance 

 

The EU-China Bilateral Coordination Mechanism (BCM) on Forest Law Enforcement and Governance 
yearly meetings were established following an EU-China FLEG Conference in Beijing 2007. This was 
the ninth meeting of the dialogue. 

The 2018 BCM work plan was approved. It covers elements such as the new policy and legislation in 
China on fighting illegal logging, EU-China cooperation in Africa and SE Asia, developing specific 
options for recognising FLEGT licenced timber (from Indonesia), and capacity building. 

China confirmed that it is keen to pursue the BCM discussions and guide Chinese enterprises to 
better comply with the EU Timber Regulation. The finalisation of the ‘Feasibility analysis of the 
incorporation of timber legality requirements into Chinese laws or regulations to promote trade in 
legal forest products’ last year constitutes an important milestone in the work of the BCM.  

In a specific session, representatives from the private sector and from non-governmental 
organisations outlined their work and identified options for active support to the priority areas 
identified in the 2018 BCM work plan.  

 

More information: 

EU-China Bilateral Coordination Mechanism on Forest Law Enforcement and Governance 
http://www.euflegt.efi.int/es/eu-china 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/international_issues/relations_g20_events_en.htm
http://www.euflegt.efi.int/es/eu-china
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2nd Indonesia-EU Working Group on Environment and Climate Change 
Brussels, March 25 - 26, 2018 

DG Environment organised together with DG CLIMA and the EU Delegation in Jakarta the second 

meeting of the Indonesia-EU Working Group on Environment and Climate Change. A positive 

atmosphere prevailed at the meeting, where both sides re-confirmed their commitments to advance 

their cooperation on several environmental and climate issues.  

The Working Group meeting touched upon many environmental issues, in particular biodiversity and 

wildlife, forestry, circular economy and cooperation in the G20 on topics of common interest, 

including resource efficiency and marine litter. Both sides informed about their progress on those 

issues and agreed on concrete follow-up steps in the next year. 

The Belgian Minister Marie-Christine Marghem hosted a field trip to Tournai on 25th March, which 

included the visit to the circular economy company Dufour. The field trip made a link between the EU 

policy on Circular Economy and its practical implementation. Commissioner Vella also met the 

Indonesian Minister Siti Nurbaya bilaterally. 

 

Other information 

 

World Economic Forum - Global Risk report 2018: "It's the Environment, Stupid" 
 

The World Economic Forum (WEF) Global Risks Report 2018 (13th Edition) ranks Environmental 
Dangers as the most pressing global concern, replacing Economic Risks at the top of the list.  

The Global Risks Report 2018 continues to analyse the most pressing global risks threatening 
mankind. This flagship Report, draws upon the annual Global Risks Perceptions Survey (GRPS) on risk 
trajectories in the coming year, which is sent to around 1,000 members of the WEF multi-stakeholder 
communities. According to the GRPS 2018, environmental risks represent the most pressing global 
concern. All five categories of environmental risk - extreme weather, biodiversity loss and ecosystem 
collapse, major natural disasters, man-made environmental disaster and failure of climate-change 
mitigation and adaptation – occupy the highest rankings both in terms of impact and likelihood. 
Extreme temperatures and weather events constitute the most critical issue, followed by: increasing 
CO2 emissions (for the first time in four years); pollution of the soil, air and sea; the accelerating 
extinction of biodiversity, and the failure of climate-change mitigation. The actual systemic challenge 
is the interconnectedness of these phenomena with other categories of risks such as water crises and  
involuntary migration.  

More information: 

Full report: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GRR18_Report.pdf 

 

 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GRR18_Report.pdf
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DG ENV Management Plan 

 

DG Environment’s Management Plan has been recently approved and it is now available on EUROPA 
webpage. It sets out the priority objectives and the results to be achieved by DG ENV for each of our 
activities. Environment policy will contribute primarily to the achievement of the Commission's 
General Objective: A New Boost for Jobs, Growth and Investment, through 6 specific objectives in 
line with the policy goals of the 7th Environment Action Programme and the SDGs. Delivering on the 
Circular Economy Action Plan will remain the DG's top priority, to generate greener and more 
sustainable growth.  The international actions and outputs for this year can be found under the 
specific objective 6: “The Union is more effective in addressing international environmental 
challenges”.  
 
More information: 
DG Environment's Management Plan 
 
 

Practical information for EU Delegations 
 

Buying green in an EU delegation? 

 

Green Public Procurement (GPP) is defined in the European Commission’s Communication 'Public 
procurement for a better environment' as “a process whereby public authorities seek to procure 
goods, services and works with a reduced environmental impact throughout their life-cycle when 
compared to goods, services and works with the same primary function that would otherwise be 
procured.” 

Government expenditure on works, goods and services represents around 14% of EU GDP, 
accounting for roughly EUR 1.8 trillion annually. By using their purchasing power to choose goods, 
services and works with a reduced environmental impact, they can make an important contribution 
towards local, regional, national and international sustainability goals. GPP can be a major driver for 
innovation, providing industry with real incentives for developing green products and services. It can 
also be a driver for circular procurement business models – and, as highlighted in the recently 
adopted Plastics Strategy, a driver for a more sustainable use of plastics. The Commission has put in 
place a series of support tools for public authorities interested in reducing their environmental 
impacts:   

 The EU GPP criteria for priority product groups, aiming at areas with high environmental 
impacts and high public spending, such as construction, food & catering, transport, IT 
equipment. They also include indications on how to verify the criteria; 

 A collection of good practice cases from public authorities from all over Europe; 

 Guidance documents such as Buying Green! and a Circular Procurement Brochure; 

 A News alert to which you can sign up here; 

 A GPP Helpdesk. 
 
The Commission itself, in its Circular Economy Action Plan of December 2015, committed to leading 
by example. The Commission will phase out all single-use plastic cups in water fountains and vending 
machines in its buildings. Other specific activities include OIB's contracts to remanufacture furniture 
and give a second life to old IT-equipment or JRC ISPRA saving 15,000 plastic water bottles per 
month, DG ENV avoiding all single-use items in its annual Green Week or DG DEVCO going fully vegan 
in their 2017 Development Days.  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/management-plan-2018-environment_en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_group_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/Buying-Green-Handbook-3rd-Edition.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/CP_European_Commission_Brochure_webversion_small.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/env/subscription-quick-generic-form-fullpage.cfm?service_id=301
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/helpdesk.htm
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As a starting point, the Delegation could look at the current trends and expenses associated with 
core parameters such as energy and water consumption along with waste disposal, in order to 
identify improvement potential. One specific problem for Delegations in some countries where 
conditions are harsh and training lacking, is equipment breaking down quickly. But in such an 
environment, improving maintenance and using normally well-established local repair capacity may 
be a more viable and cheaper option than buying new (eg. vehicles, generators, furniture etc). 
 
So can you go green also in an EU Delegation? 

The Commission developed its support tools with the European market in mind. Depending on the 
product and the country where EU Delegations are located, this framework will be similar or 
completely different. Requiring that Commission events should reduce or completely avoid throw-
away cutlery, cups and glasses and ensure a good offer of plant-based food should be possible 
almost everywhere. Energy-efficient computers are also likely to be available around the world, while 
the offer of organic food will strongly vary. Before launching a green tender, it is therefore 
recommended to make some market readiness research to ensure that the requirements can be met 
by the market. You can also see if there are good practices in buying green at government level in 
your host country. Some countries have put elaborate green purchasing scheme into place. On the 
UN Environment websites (here and here) you can find information for a number of countries 
involved in green or sustainable public procurement. To start with GPP, do not try to green 
everything at once, but concentrate on a few areas and make sure that you will be able to verify that 
the bidder’s offer is what you asked for. It is also important to check, after signing the contract, if e.g. 
the cleaning products used in your buildings are really the ones promised in the contract. 

More information:  

GPP Policy Officer in DG Environment: Enrico Degiorgis (enrico.degiorgis@ec.europa.eu).  
 

Green Week 2018 — Call for partner events 
 
The dates are set for EU Green Week 2018, Europe’s leading environment event. From 21 May to 25 
May 2018, EU Green Week will take place in Brussels and across Europe. The theme for this year 
is Green Cities for a Greener Future.  

As well as the high level conference in Brussels, other events are organised in the Member States by 
different stakeholders. EU Green Week is the opportunity to show that your Delegation is part of this 
transition towards green cities. Are you planning an event on green city development between 21 
April and 10 June 2018, or would you like to organise one? If so, the EU Delegations and other 
organisations are invited to register it as a partner event on the EU Green Week website. Partner 
Events can be organised as new initiatives or as part of already planned events. Any type of event is 
eligible, be it a workshop, presentation, study visit, open-door or online event, etc. Events that 
promote a participatory approach regarding sustainable urban development are highly relevant. The 
Partner Events will be selected from eligible applications that need to be submitted before mid-April. 
Printable material will be available for you on green week webpage in different languages.  

More information:  

Visit www.eugreenweek.eu  
Partner's events info page: https://www.eugreenweek.eu/add-partner-events 
Contact Mathieu Henceval at +32 (0)2 66 33 051 or email partners@eugreenweek.eu 

https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/sustainable-procurement/project-countries
http://www.scpclearinghouse.org/knowledge-hub?f%5b0%5d=sm_field_10yfp_programmes%3Anode%3A20
http://eugreenweek.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jrhrtjkt-kllykklliu-y/
http://www.eugreenweek.eu/
https://www.eugreenweek.eu/add-partner-events
partners@eugreenweek.eu
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