
 

 

 

       His Majesty Salmane ben Abdelaziz Al Saoud

       Riyadh 

Saudi Arabia Kingdom 

 

Your Excellency, 

Like so many French and Europeans, we are very concerned and worried about the 

fate of five human rights activist, including the young female peaceful activist Israa al-

Ghomgham, arrested in a night raid on their home on December 6, 2015 and held in 

Dammam’s al-Mabahith prison ever since. They were recently judged and sentenced 

to death by the Saudi Arabia’s Public Prosecution. 
 

Given the unacceptable and disproportionate nature of such a sentence for acts of 

non-violent protest, we have the honour to ask you to give thanks to these human 

beings, and stop the process of their execution and commute their death sentence 

which was pronounced against them. 

We are convinced that Israa al-Ghomgham and her fellows need a retrial in strict 

compliance with international fair trial standards and without recourse to the death 

penalty.  
 

We insist on the fact that under international human rights law, including the Arab 

Charter on Human Rights, ratified by Saudi Arabia, the death penalty may be 

imposed only for “the most serious crimes” which international bodies have 

interpreted as being limited to intentional killing, and when the guilt of the person is 

proved upon clear and convincing evidence leaving no room for an alternative 

explanation. 

In addition to the inhuman nature of this decision, their possible execution would be 

very detrimental to the image and reputation of your Kingdom at a time when Saudi 

Arabia is showing a modernization of its domestic policy. 
 

To conclude, Your Excellency, and very grateful for your attention to our request, we 

call on the Saudi authorities not to execute Israa al-Ghomgham, her husband and 

fellow activists, and to release other female activists detained without serious charge : 

Loujain al-Hathloul, Aziza al-Yousef, Eman al-Nafjan, Nouf Abdelaziz, Mayaa al-Zahrani, 

Hatoon al-Fassi, Samar Badawi, Nassema al-Sadah, and Amal al-Harbi. 
 

Respectfully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copy to : 

- Saudi Arabia Embassy, 5, avenue Hoche - 75008 Paris 

- Ministry of Saudi Foreign Affairs, Nasseriya Street - Riyad 11124, Saudi Arabia  


