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This report examines the practices of the Israeli occupation authorities 

towards Palestinians in Jerusalem, and shows clear marks and traces of a 

policy of continuous, systematic and deliberate restrictions on Palestinians 

seeking to expel them and end their presence in Occupied Jerusalem. The 

report further demonstrates how Israel has violated international human 

rights law in the city.

Since the decision of US President Donald Trump a year ago to relocate his 

country’s Embassy to Jerusalem as the united capital of the State of Israel, 

the violations committed by Israel  have both increased and escalated in 

a move that seems to have been inspired by this US decision. The City’s 

Islamic and Christian Arab identity seems to fade away with new and illegal 

methods introduced and enforced to reshape Jerusalem.

The report examines cases of arbitrary arrests by the Israeli authorities 

against Jerusalemites on false pretence and pretexts, cases of home raids, 

searches and tampering, arrests without warrants, as well as cases of 

beating.

The report also monitors the policies of used to restrict Palestinians’ public 

freedoms in Jerusalem, preventing them from carrying out social, political 

and religious activities in the city. Home demolitions as well as systematic, 

forced and unjustified evictions are also documented. The report also 

covers the denial by Israel’s Jerusalem Municipality to grant Palestinians 

building permits or to release a comprehensive construction plan for East 

Jerusalem.

Introduction
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The report further highlights the blatant racial discrimination in the Israeli 

judiciary›s handling of land cases that settlers happen to control them and 

expel their owners, in a way rendering the judiciary an instrument to provide 

a legal cover for the Occupation’s illegal manipulations.

The report addresses cases of assault by the Israeli forces, extremist settler 

groups. In addition, it uncovers the growing settlement attempts at the 

expense of the city›s indigenous population, as well as the racist laws 

against Palestinians and the unequal treatment with Palestinians compared 

to Jewish settlers.

In brief, the report sheds light on Israel’s practices and systematic attacks 

against Palestinians in the occupied city of Jerusalem over the last month 

of November, 2018. It also calls on the international community to act 

seriously and effectively to stop Israeli policies, and to provide protection 

to the Palestinians in Jerusalem against displacement, abuse and arbitrary 

detention, and calls for preserving their freedoms, especially those related 

to religion and religious practices.
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1. Arbitrary arrests and home raids
Throughout November 2018, the Israeli authorities carried out a number 

of arbitrary arrests, evictions from Al-Aqsa mosque or Jerusalem, and 

assaulted worshipers in Al-Aqsa Compound. In addition, large numbers of 

Israeli settlers stormed Al-Aqsa Mosque accompanied by Israeli forces. The 

following are some of the detention cases:

1.1 Case of prisoner Ya›qub Abu Assab 

On 1 Nov. 2018, prisoner Ya›qub Abu Assab, 46, from Jerusalem city, was 

supposed to be released after serving seven years in prison. Abu Assab was 

arrested by the Israeli authorities on charge of belonging to Hamas, which 

is banned in the city of Jerusalem by Israel.
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Immediately after he was released, the Israeli intelligence agents arrested 

him again. Then, he was taken to Al-Masqubiay detention center for 

interrogation in room No. 4.

Abu Assab was interrogated and accused of intending to carry out criminal 

acts, then he was brought before the Magistrate Court in the same day. The 

court decided to release him only if banned from the city of Jerusalem for a 

week and providing paying a bail of 1,000 New Israeli Shekels (265$).

The Israeli authorities also summoned Abu Assab›s two brothers, Mr. Amjad 

Abu Assab (head of Jerusalem Prisoners› Families Committee) and Mr. Mohyi 

Abu Assab. They were detained for several hours in room No. 4 without 

arrest warrant or any specific charges.

Several cases of prisoners’ re-arrests in Jerusalem have taken place more 

than once in recent years. The Euro-Med has documented several cases, 

where the Israeli intelligence agents re- arresting prisoners immediately 

after leaving the prison. Some of these prisoners are: Mahmud ‹Abd al-Latif, 

Rami al-Fakhouri,› Adnan al-Rajabi, ‹Mahmoud Jaber,› Subih Abu Sbeih, Izz al-

Din Abu Sabeeh, ‹Ya›qub Abu› Asab, and others.

In such cases the detention by the Israeli occupation forces is illegal, since 

it is not based on a judicial detention order, nor is it based on any real 

charge against the prisoner who has been released. The prisoner cannot be 

accused of committing any crime when he has just left the prison.     
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All the investigation and prosecution procedures carried out by the 

occupation against these people are merely fictitious aiming at preventing 

any aspects of celebration by these prisoners. These re-arrests come also in 

order to demand the court to impose conditions on prisoners’ release, such 

as house arrests and evictions from the city of Jerusalem.

The Israeli occupation authorities focus on prosecuting and criminalizing any 

aspect of the Palestinian sovereignty or popularity in the city of Jerusalem, 

which includes raising the Palestinian flag and singing different national 

songs. Even though legal, the Israeli authorities seek to prevent prisoners’ 

release celebrations in Jerusalem by re-arresting them and imposing 

conditions on them that prevent the establishment of such activities. 

Finally, such arrests are not only illegal but also inhumane. The occupation, 

by its arbitrary measures, deprives prisoners, their families and relatives of 

the joy moments after the end of the prison term, turning prisoners and 

their families’ joy into fear and terror, without any legal excuse.

1.2 Arbitrary arrests on background of security escalation in 
Gaza

On 13 Nov. 2018, on the background of the security escalation in the Gaza 

Strip, the Israeli police in Jerusalem launched an arbitrary arrest campaign 

against six young Jerusalemites, and they are:
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1. Jamil al-Abbasi, 38, from Ras al-Amud.

2. Rami Al-Fakhouri 28, from the Old City.

3. Mahmoud Abdel Latif, 27, from the Old City.

4. Jihad Qus, 26, from the Old City.

5. Rawhi al-Qalghasi, 22, from the old City.

6. Mahmoud Mons, 23, from the Old City.

In the early hours of the morning, the police raided their houses, arrested 

and took them to the interrogation center, in room No. 4, at the Maskoubiya 

detention center in Jerusalem, where they were interrogated and accused 

of belonging to an illegal organization and planning to carry out criminal 

acts.

Then, they were before the Magistrate›s Court to consider extending their 

detention. The defense lawyers objected the detention since it is illegal 

because there were no arrest warrants, although the arrest took place at 

dawn and included raiding, searching and tampering the homes of these 

young men. They also objected the detention itself, as it appeared to be 

a precautionary detention on the background of the security escalation 

in Gaza. Such arrests are illegal because they do not include any charges 

against the detainees, except the fictitious charges that were given to them 

during the interrogation.

However, the court decided to extend their detention for two days to 

complete the investigation. On 15 Nov. 2018, all these detainees were 

released on condition of being evicted from al-Aqsa Mosque for a month 

and signing personal and third-party bails.
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The young detainee Rami Fakhouri was about to get married when he was 

arrested. He found himself in the detention cells and courtrooms only one 

week before his wedding ceremony, and without any legal pretext. This 

shows that such arbitrary arrests were meant 

to turn the moments of joy into hours of grief and pain, and they have 

effects not only for the detainee himself but also for his family and relatives.

It is also the same for young man Mahmoud Abdel Latif who was preparing 

himself for his wedding next month, as well as for other young detainees 

whose homes were raided by the Israeli occupation forces in the early hours 

of the morning whose children and wives were frightened.

(Photo of prisoners Rami Fakhouri and Mahmoud Abdel Latif)



12

It should be pointed out that the Israeli occupation conducts a campaign of 

arbitrary arrests, similar to what happened with these young people, every 

time the security situation gets worse in the West Bank or the Gaza Strip. 

The international laws and covenants prohibit such arrests as they are not 

based on any specific charges.

1.3 Policy of home raids

The Israeli occupation forces continue to violate the Palestinians› rights. 

They raid their homes and arrest them after searching and vandalizing their 

houses, without any arrest or search warrants in most of the cases. The 

Euro-Med Monitor recorded dozens of cases of Palestinian houses raided 

in the city of Jerusalem and the arrest of its inhabitants, including children. 

Through November home raids increased, most of which were carried out 

at midnight or in the early morning hours.

Around 02:00 a.m. on Friday 2 Nov. 2018, the Israeli occupation forces raided 

the house of Fathi Kanaan in the town of Hizma, northeast of Jerusalem, they 

searched the house and tampered with Fathi›s belongings, then arrested 

Hamza Fathi Kanaan, 17. At 4:00 A.M., they stormed the town of Silwan 

south of the Old City and raided the house of As›ad Mousa Keshaym, 37, and 

took him after tampering with the contents of his house.

On Monday, 5 Nov. 2018, the Israeli occupation forces launched a wide-scale 

arrest campaign where they began with a number of houses in the town 

of Silwan at about 1:00 A.M. They searched and tempered with the houses 

contents and arrested ‹Adam Mansour al-Rishq,
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 15, and Yousef Mohammed Hijazi, 14, Mohammed Froukh, 16. An hour later, 

the troops stormed the town of Hizma. They raided and searched a number 

of houses and arrested Salama Sbeih, 20, and Nadim Abdel Hakim Akrama, 
21.

At around 03:00 A.M., they moved into al-Tur neighborhood to the east 

of the Old City, and raided and searched a house belonging to the family 

of Abu al-Hawa and arrested Ali Ahmed Abu al-Hawa, 17. At 4:00 A.M., 

Na›im Mattar, 26, was arrested by the Israeli occupation forces after being 

searched. On Tuesday morning, 6 November, the Israeli occupation forces 

raided and searched a number of houses and arrested Mohammed Hamza 

Salah al-Din, 16, and Musab Abdel Rahman Dar Hassan Khatib, 17.

On Sunday 18 Nov. 2018, after midnight, the Israeli occupation forces 

stormed the town of Silwan again to demolish a number of houses and 

arrested child Abdullah Abu Sbeih, 17, and Tareq Khaled Odeh, 22. At about 

4:00 A.M. on the next day, Israeli troops raided a number of houses and 

arrested Ammar Yasser Mtair, 26, and Basem Ibrahim Zayed, 19, in Qalandia 

refugee camp north of the occupied city. They raided and searched a 

number of houses and arrested five people, including child Saleh Bader Abu 

‹Asab, 18, and Mahmoud Sa›di al-Rajabi, 19, and Mahmoud Mar›i. Derbas, 18, 

Wissem Iyad Dari, 16, and Hussain Yousef Jamjoom, 20.

At about 01:00 A.M. on Sunday, 25 November, the Israeli occupation forces 

moved into Jabal al-Mukaber neighborhood and searched the house of 

Khaled Ibrahim ‹Awaisat and confiscated the phones of his sons, Ahmed, 19, 
and Mohammed, 18. On Monday 26 Nov. 2018 morning, ...
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the Israeli occupation forces stormed several neighborhoods and towns 

in the city of Jerusalem, carrying out a wide-scale arrest campaign that 

resulted in the arrest of 36 Palestinians whose homes were raided claiming 

that they are connected to the Palestinian security services.

The detainees are: Amin Hussein Siam; Fadi Abdullah Mahmoud; Bkirat; Walid 

Mohammed Al-Sayyad; Dale Hassan Abu Zneid; Jihad Oweida; Abdullah Al-

Sinjalawi; Hatem Mahlous; Bassel Abed; Mohamed Nayef Obaid; Muhammad 

Saleh Khois; Khalil Bashir; Amer Awad; Ahmed Musa Arafat; Hossam Abu 

Snaineh; Uday Ibrahim Al-Julani; Anwar Awad; Mohamed Abu-Hawi; Tariq 

Abu Khdair; Fawaz Awad; and Muhammad Abu-Hawi; God; Johnny Barakat; 

Nasser Abu Hanna; Amr Abu Sarhan; Mohammed Al Qaq.

1.4 Other separated arrests in Jerusalem

A. Israeli occupation forces arrested Mohammed Samir Zayat, 17, on 

Friday, 23 Nov. 2018, at Qalandia checkpoint. He was taken to an unknown 

destination for allegedly possessing several Molotov cocktails.

B. On Sunday evening, 25 Nov. 2018, the Israeli occupation forces repressed 

a protest in Salah al-Din Street in downtown Jerusalem, organized by a group 

of young people to protest the occupation’s arrest of the city›s governor and 

the occupation policies against Palestinians in the holy city. The occupation 

forces detained Mr. Jawad Siam Director of Wadi Helwa Information Center 

when he was in the Bab al-Amoud area.

C. On Tuesday 27 Nov. 2018, Israeli occupation forces arrested Mr. Mahmoud 

Ahmad al-Abbasi, 40, from Ayn al-Luza neighborhood in Silwan town. He 

was taken by Israeli soldiers to al-Maskoubiya center for interrogation.
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D. On the same day, the occupation forces arrested Mohammed Abu al-

Homs, 50, a member of the follow-up committee in the village of Issawiya, 

Yasser Darwish, 37, secretary of Fateh movement in Jerusalem, and activist 

Ahed al-Rish while participating in another protest in Salah al-Din Street. 

They were taken for interrogation in the Salah al-Din Street Police Station.

2. Cases of assault by beating
2.1 Case of assault against Mr. Mahmoud Jaber

Mahmoud Jaber, 22, was brutally beaten by the Israeli intelligence officers 

at the Moscobia Detention Centre in Jerusalem while he was on his way to 

receive his personal belongings after he was released from Israeli jail after 

completing his sentence of one and a half years in prison.

“I was a minor when they arrested me,” Jaber said. “I was sentenced to 18 
months in prison on charges related to the events at Al-Aqsa Mosque. I 

was injured in the head. Then I was released, and a month later, I was again 

arrested and sentenced to another 29 months› imprisonment on charges 

of defending Al-Aqsa Mosque.”

“After my release, I was arrested again and imprisoned for 13 months on 

the same charges related to Al-Aqsa Mosque,” he added. “After my release 

from the last detention from Gilboa Prison, I was surprised by three Israeli 

intelligence men waiting at the prison door. They told me that I was needed 

for interrogation. When I asked them why they interrogated me, they beat 

and arrested me for a whole day without charges. I was arrested directly 

from the prison gate! Then they released me on condition of being expelled 

from Al-Aqsa Mosque for a month.”
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Jaber added, “two weeks after the eviction period ended, I was called to attend 

to the Moscovia Detention Centre in order to take my personal belongings, 

i.e. a telephone, clothes and other stuff. When I arrived, an officer came 

and asked for my ID. Immediately as I entered the interrogation rooms, a 

number of special forces soldiers wearing civilian clothes started beating 

me until I fell unconscious.”

“The special forces hit me in the head, feet and back, leaving me with a 

bleeding eye, a torn leg and bruised body,” he explained.

Jaber was arrested on charges of participating in popular protests related 

to Al-Aqsa Mosque and has been arrested many times.

The assault against Mahmoud Jaber is inhumane. There is no reference 

in the law allowing policemen to attack any person this way for whatever 

reason; beating is not an action of punishment according to the law but a 

crime itself regardless of its reasons or motives.

It is clear that all these punches that Jaber has suffered, and the areas of 

these punches is a deliberate and directed assault. The Moscobia Detention 

Centre is known among people of Jerusalem as a place where these assaults 

occur repeatedly.
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3. Restrictions on public freedoms and gatherings

The policies of the Israeli occupation in Jerusalem are based on suppressing 

any Palestinian presence in Jerusalem and fighting it brutally, especially 

in the last months after President Trump›s recognition of Jerusalem and 

transferring the US Embassy to it and removing the Jerusalem file from the 

negotiating table. The occupation works to prevent any activity or official/

popular role for Palestinian institutions in Jerusalem, including the PA in 

order to fully Israelize the city.

In the same context, during the past months, the occupation forces 

prevented many social conferences and sporting events and even chased 

Palestinian official politicians, including the governor of Jerusalem. The 

severity of the occupation›s repressive measures aims to create a state of 

injustice and anger among the Palestinian residents of Jerusalem, and to 

increase the growing feeling of discrimination and racism against them, 

especially as these activities, which are prohibited by the occupation, are 

legitimate and do not violate the law, nor do they create any threat against 

the occupation or its security.

The following lines document some of these repressive measures:

3.1 Ban on a social activity in the Old City of Jerusalem

On Thursday evening, 15th of November 2018, Israeli occupation forces 

banned a social activity at the office of the African community in the Old City 

of Jerusalem. Israeli occupation forces besieged the building then stormed 

it and banned the activity under an order issued by the Israeli Minister of 

Internal Security claiming that the ceremony was funded by the Palestinian 

National Authority. 
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The Volunteer Association for Hope in Jerusalem had called for this event 

entitled «Our children deserve a warm winter in Jerusalem». It was supposed 

to give coats to Jerusalemite children by doing this event. However, Internal 

Security Minister Gilad Ardan issued a decision to ban this activity claiming 

that the PA is sponsoring it. According to his statement, the event would 

have suggested Palestinian sovereignty in Jerusalem, such as the Palestinian 

national anthem, political speeches addressing Jerusalem as the capital of 

the Palestinian state and participation of official Palestinian figures.

The organizers of the association denied what the ban decision claimed 

that the event is related to the PA or funded by any other party. They 

stressed that it is self-financed by the association, and that it aims to give 

winter clothes to the Muslim and Christian children of the Old City, «but the 

occupation bans any Palestinian activity in occupied Jerusalem.»
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3.2  Occupation›s measures against PA activities in Jerusalem

November showed a huge Israeli effort to ban the events, including that of 

the PA. This sends a message that shows a strong attempt to subjugate all 

Jerusalemites to the security and sovereignty of the israeli occupation in all 

aspects of life and to cancel any Palestinian reference to them in Jerusalem.

The occupation recently banned several social and sporting events claiming 

that these events were held by the PA. It claims that according to the Oslo 

Accords and its annexes, it is prohibited for the Palestinian Authority to play 

any role or implement any activity in Jerusalem. Israeli laws prohibit any 

official body other than the Israeli occupation authorities from practicing 

any sovereign role in Jerusalem

3.2.1  Preventing a discussion seminar in Silwan and arresting 
the governor of Jerusalem

On 1st of November 2018, the Israeli police forces stormed Silwan Sports 

Club in the town of Silwan in Jerusalem during a seminar entitled «The 

Mandate of the Governor of Jerusalem», which was called by the Palestinian 

Vision Organization in collaboration with Silwan Sports Club and Act for 

Alternative Dispute Resolution & Studies and in the presence of the Governor 

of Jerusalem in the PA Mr. Adnan Ghaith.
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During the seminar, the audience was surprised by the storming of 

members of the Israeli intelligence services of the place in civilian clothes 

(aka Mista›arvim unites). They brutally attacked a group of young men 

who were in the place, then arrested the governor of Jerusalem, Mr. Adnan 

Ghaith, his companion Muhannad Salhab, Mr. Rami Naser AlDeen, director 

of the Palestinian Vision Organization, the young man Abed Barbar and 

other citizens of Silwan.

The occupation forces also 
prevented ambulances and 
paramedics from entering 
the place, then closed it and 
drove people out of the place. 
Some of them were given 
summonses.
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The storming was based on an order by the Israeli Minister of Internal 

Security, Gilad Ardan. The Minister ordered the prevention of this activity in 

East of Jerusalem by Article 3 (a) of the Law for the Application of the Oslo 

Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (Restriction of Activities) 

of 1994.

The Article states:

The organization (PA) shall not establish or activate a representative and 

shall not hold a meeting or activity within the borders of the State of Israel, 

unless it has obtained written permission from the Israeli Government or 

by its delegation.

For the purposes of this Article, the term «Organization» shall include the 

Palestinian Authority and any person working through it, under it or using 

its name.

The Minister of Internal Security may issue an order prohibiting the 

establishment or activation of a representative of the organization, or 

order the closure or prevention of organizing a meeting or any activity not 

authorized according to a) …

In the Israeli media, Minister Ardan stated: «The Palestinian Authority 

has recently strengthened its efforts to undermine Israeli sovereignty 

in Jerusalem and is working to create an actual reality. I am continuing 

to prevent any violation of Israeli sovereignty in all parts of our capital, 

Jerusalem.»
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After hours of detention, the governor of Jerusalem and the rest of the 

detainees were released. This arrest was the second detention of the 

governor of Jerusalem in a short period of time. The Israeli occupation 

forces arrested him on 20th October 2018. He was released two days later 

after being subjected to house arrest and high financial guarantees

3.2.2 Surrounding Jerusalem Governorship and Ministry 
buildings in Al Ram

On Sunday morning, 4th November 2018, Israeli soldiers besieged the 

Jerusalem Governorate building and the Ministry of Jerusalem Affairs in Al-

Ram governorate. They imposed a security cordon in place and prevented 

staff from entering or leaving the building. Israeli soldiers assaulted a group 

of employees in the building, using batons and tear gas, causing several 

injuries among them before they were taken to hospitals.

The Israeli forces detained the employees in the ministry building. Then 

they searched all the offices and confiscated computers, hard drives and 

files. They left the building after smashing all the offices and cupboards . A 

group of staff members also received summonses to interrogate them in 

the Moscobia Detention Centre in Jerusalem.

.
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As for the reason for the storming of the building and the ministry, the Israeli 

press reported that this is related to pressure the Palestinian Authority to 

release a Jerusalem citizen who has a US citizenship and has been detained 

by the Palestinian Authority since 10th October 2018 on charges of leaking and 

selling a property to Israeli settlers in the Sa›diyya neighborhood of the Old 

City of Jerusalem, which is prohibited by the Palestinian Authority. 

The US ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, denounced his arrest and 

called on the Palestinian Authority to release him.

The Minister of Jerusalem Affairs in the Palestinian Authority, Mr. Adnan 

al-Husseini, commented on the incident of the storming of the Ministry of 

Jerusalem as “a message to follow a new Israeli policy towards the city.”

Husseini revealed that a force of Israeli police and intelligence had 

surrounded the Ministry building with military vehicles two days before the 

storming. He added: “On the day of the storming, we were surrounded by 

dozens of armored cars. We thought that it was one of the usual attacks 

that occurs repetitively in the city and the West Bank. However, this time, 

when the staff refused to open the doors and called them to contact the 

coordination officer, soldiers started to break the doors and windows and 

assaulted the staff. Three of them were injured and taken to hospitals.”

3.2.3 Summoning Jerusalem governor, Adnan Ghaith, giving 
him expulsion order from the West Bank
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In addition to this series of repressive measures against the Palestinian 

Authority and the Jerusalem governorate, the Israeli intelligence summoned 

the office of the governor of Jerusalem to take him for interrogation at 

Maskoubiya jail on 9 Nov. 2018. He was informed there that the military 

commander of the central region of the IDF intends to issue a decision to 

expel him from the West Bank for six months, claiming that the «governor» 

instigates people and poses danger to state›s security. According to law, he 

was given 72 hours to make an objection to the decision.

On Nov 19th, 2018 the Israeli military commander in Jerusalem issued an 

administrative order to expel Jerusalem governor, Mr. Adnan Ghaith, 

from the West Bank for six months. In addition to preventing him from 

communicating with a group of persons mentioned in the decision.

According to the order, the 

reason for the decision is 

that the so-called governor 

participates in recent activities 

in favor of the Palestinian 

Authority, which poses a 

threat to the security of the 

State and its residents. He is 

also involved in interrogating 

and detaining Israeli citizens 

by the Palestinian Authority›s 

officials, and calls for the use 

of violence against security 

forces.
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3.2.4 Banning Jerusalem Minister, Adnan al-Husseini, from 
travelling for three months

On Wednesday evening, Nov 21st, 2018, 

Israeli Intelligence summoned Mr. 

Adnan al-Husseini, a member of the 

Executive Committee of the Palestine 

Liberation Organization (PLO) and the 

Minister of Jerusalem Affairs in the 

Palestinian Authority, to the Maskoubiya 

jail in Jerusalem. He was informed there 

of the decision of preventing him from 

travelling for three months. He was also 

forced to sign a financial guarantee that 

worth of 10,000 NIS ($ 2,660) and his 

passport was taken.

3.2.5 Detaining Jerusalem governor as part of detention 
campaign against Fatah members in Jerusalem

On Nov 26th, 2018, the Israeli police carried out a large-scale arrest campaign 

in Jerusalem. Thirty-two Palestinian residents of Jerusalem were arrested, 

including the governor of Jerusalem, Mr. Adnan Ghaith.

According to the Israeli police statement, they were charged of serving in 

the Palestinian Security Services, which is contrary to article (7/A) of the 

implementation law of the Oslo Accords concerning the West Bank and the 

Gaza Strip (Restriction of Activities) of 1994.
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The Article states that:

(A) A person who conscripts an Israeli citizen or resident in Israel to serve in 

the armed forces of the Palestinian Authority or other armed forces, which 

are active in the areas of the Palestinian Authority, his punishment is to be 

imprisoned for seven years.

(B) An Israeli citizen or resident in Israel who joins to serve at one of the 

armed forces mentioned in paragraph (A) or works within one of these 

armed forces his punishment is to be imprisoned for five years.

“They acted as activists in the Palestinian security services ... contrary to 

article 7 of the Oslo Accords, which prohibits recruitment in the ranks of 

the armed forces of the Palestinian Authority,” the spokesperson of the 

Israel Police issued a statement. “As part of searching suspects› houses, 

a cash amount of money worth tens of thousands of shekels, Palestinian 

police membership cards, uniforms of different types, ammunition, various 

military equipment, photographs and other documents were seized,” he 

added.

They were then brought before the Magistrate›s Court in Jerusalem. Their 

detention was extended on Nov 29th, 2018 to complete the investigation. 

Afterwards, it decided to release 24 detainees, on the condition of 55 days 

of house arrest, and expulsion from the West Bank for 14 days, while also 

prevented from communicating with each other.

The period of detention for the governor of Jerusalem, Adnan Ghaith, and 

other detainees was extended until Dec 2nd, 2018, and they were released 

on condition of a three-day house arrest, preventing them from entering 

the West Bank for 14 days and posing fines on them.
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The Palestinian Council of Ministers condemned in its session held in Ramallah 

on Nov 27th, 2018 the arbitrary decisions of the occupation authorities 

against the member of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation 

Organization, Adnan al-Husseini, of preventing him from traveling and 

detaining the Jerusalem governor, Adnan Ghaith describing the resolutions 

as part of the ongoing aggression against the Palestinian people and its 

leadership, especially in Jerusalem.

The Council noted that the occupation decisions ais a result of the US 

administration’s decision, after the recognition of Jerusalem as the capital 

of Israel and the relocation of the US Embassy there, which encouraged 

the Israeli government to launch intensive attacks against the Palestinian 

people in Jerusalem, including more expansion of settlements in the city, 

not to mention the daily detentions, which resulted in detaining 32 citizens 

of Jerusalem the day before.

In addition, it has prompted the escalation against Islamic and Christian 

holy sites, the policy of home demolitions, the decision to expel more than 

700 Palestinians from their homes in the town of Silwan, and the demolition 

of 17 shops in Shu’fat refugee camp.

3.3 Legal Commentary

The actions taken by the Israeli occupation forces towards the activities 

of the Palestinians, whether at the official level or the civil society level, 

involve several abuses and violations, and can be summarized as follows:
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1. According to Resolution 181 of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, Jerusalem is under international responsibility and does not 
belong to the Israeli occupation authorities. All resolutions issued by the 
United Nations General Assembly on Palestine consider East Jerusalem, 
the area in which these prohibited activities take place, as an occupied 
territory by the Israeli occupation. Meanwhile, Israeli practices towards 
Palestinians stem from the notion that it is an Israeli territory, as a part 
of Israel, which, in addition to being contrary to the above-mentioned 
United Nations› position; it contravenes a fundamental principle of 
international law, which is the impermissible of land acquisition by 
annexation.

2. It is noted that the articles of the Oslo Accords, on which the occupying 
forces are based on in criminalizing Palestinians who live in Jerusalem 
and work for the Palestinian Authority, also include the criminalization 
of Israeli people or residents of Israel. Whereas Palestinian residents of 
Jerusalem are not Israeli; they do not carry the Israeli nationality, do not 
live in Israel, but in East Jerusalem, which is an occupied territory. The 
same applies to the article which prevents the Palestinian Authority 
from carrying out any activity «within the borders of the State of Israel» 
on which the occupation authorities are based on in preventing and 
punishing for the activities of the Authority in East Jerusalem, which, 
as we have mentioned, is not within the borders of the State of Israel, 
but in Palestine.
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3. The Fourth Geneva Convention requires the occupation 
government to manage the occupied territories in accordance 
with the interests of its people. Article 64 of Oslo Accords also 
provides that domestic legislation of the occupied territory 
(legislation of the authority under occupation) may not be 
changed except in case of security imperative. It is inconceivable 
that there is a security imperative obliges preventing social, 
cultural and political activities or imposes detention over a 
governor or a minister for his political position.

4. The fact that East Jerusalem is under Israeli control in such a way 
that makes it a part of Israel›s control does not allow it to prevent East 
Jerusalem›s residents from carrying out social and cultural activities. It 
is contrary to international law of human rights, in particular the right 
of peaceful assembly and the right of expression, which are issued in 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Israel 
is a party. However, preventing Palestinians from carrying out these 
activities, and in contrast, facilitating and securing them for Israeli 
people, constitutes a grossly, discriminatory and openly declared 
practice. This runs contrary to international human rights law, which 
is based on non-discrimination and which has a special international 
convention, namely the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination.
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In conclusion, we should point out that these decisions taken by the 
Israeli police against the Palestinian Authority and the Jerusalem 
Governorate in particular were unprecedented. These decisions and 
actions were preceded by targeting Palestinian official figures in 
Jerusalem that belong to the Palestinian Liberation Organization and 
the Palestinian Authority, and its goal seems to be preventing the 
Palestinian Authority from exercising any activity in Jerusalem, and 
imposes the Israeli sovereignty over it.

4. Demolitions and eviction cases
The Israeli Municipality of Jerusalem carried out a large-scale demolition 

campaign in November 2018 against a large number of properties owned 

by Jerusalem residents under the ready-made excuse of building without 

a construction permit. The campaign included the demolition of over 20 
shops in Shu›fat refugee camp, other shops in Silwan town, several houses 

in Beit Hanina, Shu›fat as well and Jabal al-Mukaber.

Here are some of these cases:

4.1. Demolition of Rajabi family’s house in Beit Hanina

The Israeli bulldozers razed Kamal al-Rajabi’s house in  Beit Hanina’s al-

Ashqariya Neighborhood on Tuesday, 6th of Nov. 2018, under the pretext of 

building without a permit. The house is about 114 square meters and was 

inhabited by two families of two brothers, numbering twelve in total.
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In a testimony by Kamal Rajabi, he said:

“I built the house about four months ago and we lived there for about two 

months, but we were surprised that the [Jerusalem] Municipality handed 

us a demolition order. I hired a lawyer who managed to get the court to 

postpone the demolition order in return for a fine of 10,000 NIS (about 2,650 

USD).”

Rajabi added:

“Then I went to the Palestinian governor›s office in A-Ram, just north of 

Jerusalem, to inform them about the matter. On that day, large numbers 

of Israeli soldiers were besieging the governor’s office. They entered the 

office, damaged it, and confiscated papers, files and computers from the 

office. That’s why they were not able to help.”

“Today and without warning, the Israeli police stormed the house from all 

sides, evacuated it, and then demolished it completely,” Rajabi said.
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Rajabi’s wife said: “The children were terrified; we were taken out of the 

house and then it was demolished. We barely lived there. My husband and 

I are suffering from health problems, and we can’t afford to pay for house 

rents in Jerusalem.”

4.2. Demolition of a residential building in Shu›fat refugee 
camp
On Wednesday morning, 7 Nov. 2018, the Israeli bulldozers demolished 

a residential building behind the separation wall in the Ras Sh’hadeh 

Neighborhood. It is owned by Mahmoud Jaradat, a Palestinian from 

Jerusalem, under the same pretext of building without a permit.
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The owner Mahmoud Jaradat, said:
“The building is made up of four storeys for residence. I started building it 

about a year and a half ago. Then I was given an order to stop the work and 

I stopped. I hired a lawyer eight months ago. But I was surprised yesterday 

that the lawyer informed me of a demolition order, without receiving any 

prior warning, even though I had been fined 50,000 NIS (over 13,250 USD) 

to cancel the demolition order.”

“However, the occupation forces refused to receive the fine. In the morning, 

the police and bulldozers stormed the Shu›fat refugee camp, surrounded 

the area of Ras Sh’hadeh, imposed a military cordon to prevent the entry 

of Palestinians and access to the demolition site, and then three bulldozers 

demolished the building.”

“The cost of construction has reached 3 million NIS (795,165 USD), all now 

is gone for nothing,” Jaradat said.

4.3. A Silwan land flattened

Accompanied by the occupation forces on Tuesday 20 Nov. 2018, the Israeli 

Municipality and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority destroyed a land 

owned by Khaled al-Zair in the Abbasid Neighborhood in Silwan, south of 

the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

The said authorities claimed the 50-dunum (over 12,300 acres) land was 

a public place that cannot be used, even though it was a private land, 

according to official documents by the Israeli Municipality itself.
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In his testimony, al-Zair said the Israeli occupation authorities confiscated 

a vehicle containing work tools and began to use it, razing the land and 

uprooting trees.

“Settlers dumped garbage and threw stones in the land, and then I was 

falsely accused of neglecting the land, and was fined for that. This has given 

the Municipality the legal cover to intervene in an attempt to seize the land 

by any means.”

He added: “A Jerusalem Municipality employee offered to buy the land. I 
told him I do not wish to sell a land we owned for hundreds of years. He 

threatened me and told me that we will continue to impose fines on you. 

They have been doing this for me on a daily basis, from fines to uprooting 

trees.”

“I was asked to lodge a legal complaint with the police regarding these 

threats from that Municipality employee. However, the police refused to 

accept the complaint or register it, and now I will go to the Supreme Court 

because I am threatened by the settler communities.”

Al-Zair was offered to sell the land to settlement associations and groups, 

but he refused and insisted on his right to his land despite the many arrests 

and financial fines.
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4.4. Demolition of al-Maghrabi family’s house in Jabal al-
Mukaber

On Wednesday morning, 28 November, the Israeli bulldozers demolished 

the -120square-meter, four-story house of Mahran al-Maghrabi in Jabal al-

Mukaber, southeast of Jerusalem, under the pretext of building without a 

permit.

The Israeli occupation forces broke into the al-Maghrabi’s house at dawn, 

surrounded the place, prevented residents and journalists from reaching 

and proceeded to demolish it without removing the family’s belongings 

from the house.

Hamza al-Maghrabi, Mahran’s uncle, said:

“Mahran is married and has two children, and we built this house because 

the Jerusalem Municipality does not wish to grant us building permits. They 

have changed the character of this area to public places since 1983 to better 

serve the neighboring settlement.”

He added: “Today in the morning they broke into the house, and took us out 

of it. We managed to take a few of our belongings before the house was 

demolished completely while all the furniture in it.”

Al-Maghrabi owns another home in the area, and has been trying for 25 
years to obtain a license, however to no avail until the time of writing of 

this report.
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4.5. Demolition of 20 shops in the Shu›fat refugee camp

Israeli special forces stormed the Shu›fat refugee camp in Jerusalem on 

Tuesday, 20 November, along with the Jerusalem Municipality employees, 

who handed over demolition orders to 20 shops at the main street of the 

camp, on the pretext of building without a legal permit.

The Israeli occupation authorities demanded the evacuation of the shops 

within 12 hours of receiving the notification, under the threat that the 

demolition would be carried out the next day.

On Wednesday, 21 November 2018, hundreds of Israeli soldiers and Israeli 

special forces stormed Shu›fat Refugee Camp, reinforced by a large 

number of bulldozers of the Israeli municipality who carried out the largest 

demolition operation in years.

The Israeli police besieged the camp in the early hours of the morning, then 

stormed the area and began the demolition of shops, which lasted until the 

late hours of the afternoon.
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There was extreme tension in the camp in general and in the area closed 

by the Israeli occupation forces in particular. The Israeli police imposed a 

military siege and closed the military checkpoint to pedestrians and their 

vehicles, preventing residents from entering or staying near the area that 

was surrounded to demolish the shops.

Nir Barkat, the mayor of Jerusalem, claimed that the operation was carried 

out in order to preserve the public places in the camp. He said on his Arabic 

Facebook page: “Through this process, we evacuated about 20 shops and 

gas stations that were built Illegally and without ensuring the safety of 

people on sidewalks, therefore posing a threat to all pedestrian traffic in 

the camp.”
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It should be noted that there is no organizational structure for 
Shu›fat Camp area, and therefore there is no absolute possibility 
of issuing building permits in the area. In addition, the living 
conditions for Palestinians in the camp are very difficult, forcing 
them to build without legal permits. In spite of this, the Israeli 
Municipality carried out a massive demolition campaign that 
destroys the livelihoods and income of more than 20 families 
at once.
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4.6. Other Demolitions

- Demolition of a residential building in al-Zaiyyem town

On Thursday morning, 8 Nov. 2018, the Israeli bulldozers demolished a 

residential building of an under-construction, several-storey house under 

construction in al-Zaiyyem village, east of occupied Jerusalem, under the 

pretext of building without a permit.

The village council›s statement said that the Israeli Municipality, accompanied 

by Israeli forces, stormed al-Zaiyyem village and began demolishing a newly-

built but uninhabited  -200 square-meter facility belonging to ‘Ali al-Ju’ba. 

The bulldozers demolished a room, a wall and the other parts of the facility.
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- Demolition of a Silwan shop

On Tuesday 6 Nov. 2018, bulldozers of the Israeli occupation authorities 

demolished a shop in the town of Silwan. According to the Wadi Hilweh 

Information Center, the Israeli occupation forces stormed the Be›er Ayoub 

Neighborhood of Silwan. They surrounded a commercial facility owned by 

‹Oudeh family. They demolished it under the pretext of building without a 

permit. The establishment - a canteen for sandwiches and beverages - has 

been in place for about a year and a half and has an area of about 20 square 

meters, with three families living there.

- Demolition of Ali Mtair’s house 

A mobile home was demolished by the Israeli Municipality on Monday 

morning 11 Nov. 2018. Owned by Ali Mtair, the home was funded by the 

European Union in the village of Qalandia. It was demolished four days after 

Mtair was given a notice for a -15 day appeal. Mr. Ali was both outraged and 

stunned by the demolition taking place 11 days before the deadline.

Seven months ago, the Israeli occupation bulldozers had already demolished 

a house owned by Mtair, and the European Union then donated a -45 square-

meter caravan housing for him, his wife and their three children two months 

ago.

Legal Perspective

It can be said that the actions by the Israeli occupation forces and the 

Jerusalem Municipality are a blatant violation of the right to dignity of 

Palestinians living in Jerusalem. It is no less than a discrimination against 

them. The Occupation’s Municipality has not yet issued a general...
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organizational plan to regulate construction in East Jerusalem to allow 

Jerusalem residents to build accordingly, and thus cannot demolish houses 

built under urgent the population’s demographic needs. 

The Jerusalem Municipality deliberately refrains from issuing detailed 

building plans to regulate the population’s legal housing needs, which has 

been forcing Jerusalemites to build without permits. That is to say, they are 

forced to choose between two: either to build homes without permits or 

emigrate elsewhere and leave their lands or housing in areas behind the 

separation wall.

Contrary to international human rights law, the Israeli courts reject this 

‘claim’ and decide that building without a permit is not permissible in all 

cases, thus supporting demolition orders without taking any action to 

counter such measures save writing a passing note to the municipality to 

issue planning schemes in East Jerusalem.

The court simply ignores that fact that it is the State of Israel that is tasked 

with issuing a plan to structure and organize building units. Building schemes 

and construction go uninterrupted in Jewish areas and neighborhoods, 

which raises more questions about the discriminatory and racist policies 

of the self-declared Jewish State and their implications on the Palestinian 

people.

Therefore, it is evident how the Jerusalem Municipality has failed to 

perform its duties and obligations in the organization of a detailed outline 

of construction in East Jerusalem.
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It is also worth noting that Israel’s policy of sudden demolition without 

warning is grave and more ever destructive, especially that families do not 

get a chance to remove their belongings from their properties, leaving 

them to ruins under the rubble.

5. Settlement and Israelization
Israel’s occupation authorities employ all governmental, security and judicial 

branches to impose a demographic change in favor of Jews in the occupied 

city of Jerusalem. It heartily welcomes settlers’ and settler groups’ control 

of Palestinian property in Jerusalem, and works to Israelize the city and to 

empty it from Palestinians by all means at their disposal.

One of the most dangerous measures taken by the occupation authority 

in Jerusalem is the employment of the Israeli judicial system in service of 

the settlement decisions and Israelization. It does so by providing a legal 

and judicial cover to land theft. It also manipulates laws and regulations, 

exercising outright racial discrimination against Palestinians in favor of 

Jewish groups.

The following is some of the most recent judicial decisions promoting 

Israelization and colony-like community establishment in Jerusalem.

5.1. The Israeli Supreme Court rejects appeal by residents 
of Karam al-Ja›ouni in Sheikh Jarrah Neighborhood
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On 15 Nov. 2018, the Israeli High Court of Justice issued a Judgment rejecting 

the appeal filed by a group of Jerusalem residents (Sheikh Jarrah District) 

against the decision of the Central Court in Jerusalem on real estate 

ownership in Karam Al Ja›ouni case. The Court’s decision was based on the 

pretext of prescriptibility, thus taking away residents’ right to the land.

What is Karam al-Ja›ouni?

Karam al-Ja›ouni is located in the Sheikh Jarrah Neighborhood of occupied 

Jerusalem, an -18dunum (over 4.400 acres) plot of land containing 

approximately 29 residential buildings. More than 100 Palestinian families 

live in this vineyard, after fleeing the occupied city of Jaffa in 1956.

Settlers› claims
settlement groups claim that the said piece of land on which these 

dwellings were erected is a property of the Jews since 1876. In that year, the 

Committee of French Jews bought the ‘cave of Shimon Hatzadik’ (or Shimon 

the Righteous) and a group of adjacent sections. They say it was a small 

Jewish neighborhood that was evacuated in the 1948 war and then taken 

over by the Jordanian authorities, which established a number of housing 

units for the war-torn families, in cooperation with the UN Relief and Works 

Agency (UNRWA).

In 2003, a settlement enterprise purchased this place from the French Jewish 

Committee, then began a series of legal proceedings against the residents 

of the neighborhood, evicting a group of them and housing settlers instead 

by virtue of judicial decisions issued in 2012 and 2013 in Jerusalem’s Israeli 

courts. The residents› appeal against this claim was rejected by the Israeli 

court, evicting them from these houses.
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Claims by the neighborhood’s residents

In early 2013, residents of the neighborhood filed a new lawsuit to the 

Jerusalem District Court, which included new evidence from the Turkish 

tabo (or real estate ownership registry) proving that Jews did not own the 

land, and that the land was their property.

On 18 Aug. 2016 the Central Court issued a decision to respond to the 

residents of the Neighborhood on the grounds of the statute of limitations 

(prescriptibility), and refused to search the ownership of the land and 

documents obtained by residents of the neighborhood from the Turkish 

tabo, which refutes the narrative of the settlers. It also confirms that the 

registration of the property on behalf of settlers in the Israeli tabo was 

made by illegal means that bypass the law, especially since the property is 

not owned by the French Jewish Committee.

However, the Court still rejected the case and considered that the passing 

of years would prevent the acceptance of any allegation contrary to settler’ 

claims.

Supreme Court decision

The residents of the neighborhood appealed to the Israeli Supreme Court, 

but the court issued its ruling on 15 Nov. 2018 rejecting the appeal and 

supporting the ruling of the Central Court.

The judgment of the Supreme Court has the following features:
1. The decision does not exceed five lines, in a case that included the prelude 

to the evacuation and displacement of dozens of families from their homes.
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2. The court ruled that the case was subject to time limitation and thus 

prevented a hearing on the matter. It responded to this issue only without 

going into the question of the validity of the plaintiffs› claims regarding the 

ownership of the land and did not examine the documents submitted by 

the plaintiffs.

3. The court demonstrated racial discrimination against Palestinians in its 

most extreme form. It refused to hear Palestinians’ claims regarding land 

ownership due to the statute of limitations, while the court accepted claims 

by settlement groups regarding ownership of Jewish property obtained 

from the Ottoman period, thus evacuating Palestinians from it, as in similar 

cases of the Old City, and in Batn Al Hawa Neighborhood in Silwan.

5.2. Israeli High Court rejects petition by residents of 
Silwan’s Batn Al Hawa Neighborhood

On 21 Nov. 2018, the Israeli High Court of Justice issued a ruling rejecting the 

petition submitted by 104 residents of the Batn Al Hawa Neighborhood in 

Silwan against the decision of the Israeli public authorities to transfer the 

disposition of the property to settlement outposts since 2002.

- What is Batn Al-Hawa Neighborhood?
Batn Al Hawa is an Arab neighborhood in the town of Silwan, south of the 

Old City of Jerusalem. It is a residential building with at least 700 Palestinians 

living since the British Mandate and the Jordanian rule in Jerusalem.
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Settlers› claims

Settler groups claim that Yemeni Jews came to Jerusalem in 1899, settled in 

the area, bought property there, built 72 homes and a prayer hall, and have 

given the area as a waqf to Yemeni Jews before the Ottoman courts. These 

groups claim that the Jews left the 

neighborhood after the 1948 war, and then it was inhabited by Palestinians 

some 70 years ago.

On September 2002  ,30, the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques in the 

State transferred the administration of the subterranean land to three 

persons belonging to settler groups, without informing any of the residents 

of the neighborhood. Since then, settler groups have begun a series of legal 

proceedings to evict the Palestinian population and establish an entire 

settlement in place.

-Supreme Court decision

More than 100 residents of the Batn Al Hawa Neighborhood filed a 

complaint to the Supreme Court in 2017, in order to rule on the illegality 

of the decision to transfer real estate management to people with ties to 

settler associations.

The Supreme Court decided to reject the claim of the Neighborhood’s 

residents regarding the illegal transfer of the management of these 

properties to the settlers without informing any of the residents of the 

neighborhood, although the court itself was surprised by this procedure 

which was conducted in closed doors and without specifying how to choose 

those individuals.
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The court also received all the claims of the Neighborhood’s residents 

regarding the illegality of the claim of the Waqf lands, as they proved that 

it was State-Owned Lands (Miri). They explained that the Jews’ ownership 

was only limited to the buildings, which were destroyed during the war.

As is the case with discrimination against Palestinians, the Court also 

rejected the claim of the residents based on the statute of limitations in 

this case, similar to other cases involving Palestinians in Sheikh Jarrah, the 

Old City and elsewhere.

Although the court knows that this decision includes a prelude to the 

displacement of hundreds of Palestinian families who have lived in this 

neighborhood for decades, the court transferred the case from being a 

legal one concerned with the claimed ownership of settler associations 

to compensation for eviction of Palestinians or providing an alternative 

residence for them. According to Palestinian lawyers working in Israeli 

courts, this is how the Supreme Court deals with such cases in order to 

beautify its racist decision against the Palestinians, thus passing it but 

mitigating the damage done to Palestinians as a result.
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6. Recommendations
In light of these stark violations by the Israeli occupation forces to 

obliterate all Palestinians in Jerusalem and the discriminatory policies 

highlighted in this report, the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor 

recommends the following:

- Ending all physical violations against the Palestinians by Israel’s occupation 

authorities, especially with regard to the banning of activities, restrictions 

on building permits, demolition of houses and the assault on public freedoms 

by arbitrary arrests, beatings and abuse.

-Stopping settlement activity in occupied Jerusalem immediately, recognizing 

and treating it as an occupied territory, and stopping all direct and indirect 

Israelization of the city.

- The Palestinian Authority should work to file a formal complaint to the 

Security Council to consider Israeli violations against Palestinian residents 

of Jerusalem, Israeli systematic illegal practices, and the recent arbitrary 

actions taken by Israel against the Palestinian Authority and its symbols in 

Jerusalem.

- The international community should play an active role to protect Jerusalem 

and its inhabitants from the Israeli occupation, and to exert real and serious 

pressure against Israel to grant these rights and stop the violations against 

them. The EU should closely monitor and follow up on violations in the city.

 - Civil society organizations and human rights organizations in the world 

should work to advocate for Palestinians in Jerusalem, support their rights 

and create global pressure to stop the ongoing violations against them.
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