
A DAY AT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 
On the 15th of March 2019, at 5 a.m., the English and German European Sections from 
Vauban left the school. After 3 hours in the bus, we arrived at Strasbourg, right in front of the 
European Parliament. We had been invited to participate in an Euroscola Day. Euroscola is a 
project created 30 years ago to motivate young people to vote, and help them discover more 
about the European Union. As we entered the building, our journey started.  
 

THE MORNING 
	
The group was first led to the cantina. There, two 
people were taken apart : Quentin, the group 
representative, and me, the group’s young journalist. I 
was taken to my group, and Quentin to his. Until 10 
a.m., everyone took breakfast, while waiting for the 
first activity to start. After it, the students were mixed 
into different groups : square, triangle, circle … 
Everyone went to the hemicycle, and the day finally 
began. The session started with the trial of the 
European Parliament’s vote system. Everyone could 
either answer yes, no, or abstain by pressing one of the 
three buttons on the table. Questions such as "Is the 
Euro an advantage", or  "Should the European Union be Quentin, our group representative 



more present internationally ?" were asked. The results showed that most of the students were 
for a stronger Europe, with more solidarity, and more powers. Then, each group 
representative presented his country to the 600 students from 23 countries around Europe. 
Belgium, Danemark, Bulgaria, Spain and most of the european countries introduced their 
traditions, remarkable monument and important historical facts. In the ten following minutes, 
an European representative explained the goal of the Euroscola project : as Europe has a 
worldwide impact, it’s important to motivate young people to vote, or make them talk about 
Europe, so their family or friends become motivated too. 
 

Q&A WITH RAINER WIELAND 
 
The 2nd part of the morning consisted in a Q&A with Rainer Wieland, the European 
Parliament’s Vice-President. Here are some of the questions, and Rainer Wieland’s answers.  
 
Q : "How do you see the powers of the European Parliament ? Is it too strong, and anti-
democratic ? " 
A : "I don’t think so. The European Parliament won it’s powers over time. At first, it only had 
a few fonctions. But every President makes us stronger. For example, Jean-Claude Juncker 
promised that under his mandate, he would make it possible for the European Parliament to 
suggest a legislation. 6 months after, the Parliament has to have a project, or a justification if 
the suggestion was rejected. As for the democratic aspect, the Parliament is elected by the 
european citizens, so it’s totally democratic." 
 
Q : "Is digitalization an ally or a foe to the European Union ?" 
A : "I think it’s neither of them. It just goes too fast. We don’t have the time to adapt 
ourselves and understand the new technologies. For example, in Estonia, they now have a 
Digital Data Card, with all their personnal informations, such as their medical files, adress or 
signature if needed. We can’t say if it’s bad, but we don’t know if it’s a good thing either." 
 
Q : "How should the European Union tackle the economic uncertainty in it’s own borders ?" 
A : "Every country has it’s own size and problems. France doesn’t have the same problems as 
Bulgaria for example. It makes it hard for the European Union to help all the countries at 
once. "  
 

 

European Fun 
 
At noon, during the lunch, the students were 
invited to form groups of 4, with people from 
other nationalities. This had two purposes : 
firstly, it helped people make new acquaintances, 
and secondly, the European Parliament organized 
a group game. It was a multiple choice quiz, with 
18 different questions, in 18 different languages. 
With precise questions, filled with figures and 
names, students were forced to go ask other 
groups the answers. In the end, everyone had 

The Eurogame quiz 



talked to multiple groups, so they could get at least half of the questions right. But this only 
was the first part of it. Just before our departure, the final occured. The 4 best teams opposed 
in a final quiz, in english this time. Four questions were asked to everyone, and one musical 
question was asked to each team. In the end, the white team, a team with four young 
journalists, won the prize, a photograph album about  the European Parliament.    
 

THE JOURNALISTS’ AFTERNOON 
 
The young journalists had different activities from the others from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. First, we 
had a conference with Luis Martinez Guillem, the director of the liaison office. The meeting 
was around the question "How to make young Europeans vote ?". Luis Martinez Guillem 
started by presenting the problem : nowadays, people don’t vote for two reasons. Either they 
don’t believe in the European Union, or the European Parliament’s powers, either they just 
think that having fun with friends is better than "waste" one or two hours to vote. Then, we 
were able to suggest solutions : create more interactives ways of promoting the European 
Union, make conferences in schools or enterprises, or, easily, more noticeable "advertising" 
campaigns. After this debate, the journalists left the room to interview each other, before 
going into the other groups’ rooms.  
 

THE END OF THE DAY 
 
While the journalists were debatting or interviewing, the six other groups prepared a report on 
their subject : security and human rights, environment, the 2019 elections, the future of 
Europe, youth and employment and migration and integration. At 4 p.m., everyone was 
gathered in the hemicycle to present and debate about these reports. The environnmental 
report suggested degradable bottles, an help to the implementation of renewable energies, or 
simple things such as turning off the lights when you leave a room, while the report about the 
2019 european elections proposed the ability to vote by internet, or create internet 
communities to talk about the elections and debate. One theme came back in every report : 
education. The problem is that neither the European Parliament, nor the European Union can 
intervene in the education systems of the countries. Yet, they try to promote the European 
Union and it’s valors with opportunities such as the Euroscola Project.  
 
 
To conclude, I’ll quote a student I met : "This day was motivational, and full of information. I 
met a lot of people, from all around Europe, and I really think we’ll all stay in touch." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adrien T. 



Extra	documents	:		
 
 
 
 
	  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 	

Ştefana, one of the journalists I interviewed 
	

Two luxemburgish students discussing about 
their report 



 
 

	

Philip, a luxemburgish student, preparing his  
report speech 

The hemicycle 


