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Owl Post 
An ornament pattern by Tzipporah Johnston / Button Willow Knits 

buttonwillowknits@gmail.com 

ButtonWillowKnits on Ravelry 

https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/ButtonWillowKnits  

 

 

 

 

 

Materials and Equipment 

- Yarn - 4ply (US: Fingering) yarn in white (a partial skein is fine) 

- Needles - 2.5mm (US size 1) dpns 

- Waste yarn or locking stitch marker to hold stitches 

- Felt: yellow for eyes, cream/parchment for the letter, red for letter seal, 

and black for beak and eyebrows 

- Sewing thread or embroidery floss: yellow, white, and red  

- Black embroidery floss for eyes and breast 

- A length of black dk wool for the beak, around 30cm/12 inches long 

- Two 4mm black beads for eyes (or pupils can be embroidered if 

preferred), OR if preferred, you can use 8mm yellow safety eyes 

- Fabric glue (I use Gutermann HT2) 

- Polyester toy stuffing 

- stitch marker to mark beginning of round, if desired 

- wool or darning needle 

- fine, sharp sewing needle  

- sharp scissors for cutting felt (e.g. embroidery scissors) 

- freezer paper for cutting felt, if desired 

- Air-erasable pen or tailor’s chalk 

- Soldered jump ring (I used a 6mm ring). You can buy these on ebay. 

- Gold/silver cord or ribbon for hanging 

 

Note on Gauge and Finished Size 
Finished size using 2.5mm needles is approx.10cm/4 inches from top of head 

to bottom of envelope. 

Gauge is not crucial for this project, but your knitting must be tight enough 

that stuffing won’t show between the stitches. If you are a tight knitter like me, 

mailto:buttonwillowknits@gmail.com
https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/ButtonWillowKnits
https://www.ebay.co.uk/sch/i.html?_from=R40&_trksid=p2380057.m570.l1313.TR1.TRC0.A0.H0.Xsoldered+jump+ring.TRS0&_nkw=soldered+jump+ring&_sacat=0
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2.5mm needles will give a good dense fabric. If you are a loose knitter, try 

going down to a 2.25mm or even 2mm needle.  

 

The number of stitches in a finished increase or decrease round are given in 

parenthesis. 

 

Skills required (or be willing to learn!) 
- Knitting and purling - Working i-cord 

- Basic increasing and 

decreasing (kfb, m1, k2tog 

and ssk) 

- Cable cast-on 

- Disappearing loop cast-on 

- Picot bind off 

- Knitting in the round - Simple embroidery 

- Grafting with kitchener stitch - Short rows 

 

Abbreviations 

st(s) – stitch(es) 

k - knit 

p - purl 

kfb – knit into the front and back of the same stitch, to increase by one stitch. 

(I recommend this KnitPicks tutorial if you are unsure) 

ktbl – knit stitch through back of the loop 

k2tog – Knit two together. Knit two stitches together as if they were one stitch, 

to decrease by one stitch 

ssk – slip slip knit. Slip two stitches knitwise from the left-hand needle onto the 

right-hand needle, insert the left-hand needle into the front of the two stitches, 

and knit through the back loop. (I recommend this tutorial from The Spruce) 

m1 – make one [stitch]. Using the left-hand needle, pick up the bar between 

the stitches from front to back, then knit it through the back loop. (I 

recommend this tutorial from The Spruce ) 

dpn – double pointed needle  

CO – Cast on 

BO – Bind off 

DLC – Disappearing loop cast-on. See special instructions 

w&t – Wrap and turn. This technique creates short rows to shape your owl. See 

special instructions below. If you prefer, you can use any other short row 

technique (e.g. German or Japanese short rows) 

 

Special Instructions 

Wrap and Turn 
On right (knit) side of the fabric: 

Knit as directed until w&t instruction. With yarn in back, slip the next stitch 

purlwise from the left-hand needle onto the right-hand needle. Bring the yarn 

forward, and slip the stitch back from the right-hand needle onto the left-hand 

needle. Bring the yarn to the back. You have now wrapped the stitch. Turn the 

work so that the wrong (purl) side is facing you. Continue with the purl 

instructions.  

On wrong (purl) side of the fabric: 

Purl as directed until w&t instruction. With yarn in front, slip the next stitch 

purlwise from the left-hand needle onto the right-hand needle. Bring the yarn 

to the back, and slip the stitch back from the right-hand needle onto the left-

hand needle. Bring the yarn to the front. You have now wrapped the stitch. 

Turn the work so that the right (knit) side is facing you. Continue with the knit 

instructions. 

When you come to knit or purl the wrapped stitches in the next row, lift the 

wrapped yarn up onto the needle and knit/purl together with the wrapped 

stitch. If you need help with this technique, I recommend this video tutorial 

from KnitPicks. 

http://tutorials.knitpicks.com/knit-into-the-front-and-back/
https://www.thespruce.com/slip-knit-ssk-2116155
https://www.thespruce.com/m1-in-knitting-how-to-make-one-2116143
http://tutorials.knitpicks.com/short-rows-wrap-and-turn-or-wt/
http://tutorials.knitpicks.com/short-rows-wrap-and-turn-or-wt/
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Disappearing Loop Cast-On 
I use the disappearing loop cast on to start the head and anywhere that you 

cast on for i-cord (e.g. the feet). The finished effect is much neater and will 

make your owl look more attractive. The TECHKnitter does a great tutorial and I 

strongly recommend trying it out for this project (it’s really worth having this 

cast-on in your toolbox!).  If you don’t want to use the disappearing loop cast 

on, however, you can cast on using your preferred method, join in the round, 

and proceed with the rest of the instructions as normal. 

 

I-cord 
Cast on the specified number of stitches onto a dpn. *Instead of turning the 

work and knitting back across the stitches, slide the stitches down to the other 

end of the dpn. The right side is still facing you, and the working yarn is 

coming from the left-most stitch. Bring the working yarn behind the live 

stitches and, using a second dpn, knit across the live stitches from right to left. 

Repeat from *, and after a couple of rows you will see a thin rope of stitches 

take shape.  

For step-by-step instructions, Purl Soho have a great tutorial. 

 

Method 

Head 
Head, body and tail are knitted together in one piece.  

Using 4ply yarn and 2.5mm double pointed needles, cast on 6 stitches using 

the disappearing loop cast on (see special instructions). If not using the DLC, 

cast on 6 stitches using preferred method, and join in the round. 

Rnd 1: kfb into every stitch (12 sts). Divide stitches evenly over 3 dpns for 

working in the round. Place marker for beginning of round if desired. 

 

Rnd 2: k1tbl, knit to end of round. (Knitting the first stitch through the back 

loop will help prevent a hole forming from the disappearing loop cast-on) 

Rnd 3: (k1, kfb) 6 times  (18 sts) 

Rnd 4: knit all sts 

Rnd 5: (k2, kfb) 6 times  (24 sts) 

Rnd 6: knit all sts 

Rnd 7: (k3, kfb) 6 times    (30 sts) 

Rnds 8-11: knit all sts (= 4 rounds) 

Rnd 12: (k3, k2tog) 6 times  (24 sts) 

Rnd 13: knit all sts 

Rnd 14: (k2, k2tog) 6 times  (18 sts) 

http://techknitting.blogspot.co.uk/2007/02/casting-on-from-middle-disappearing.html
https://www.purlsoho.com/create/i-cord/
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Rnd 15: knit all sts 

Rnd 16: (k1, k2tog) 6 times  (12 sts) 

Rnd 17: knit all sts 

 

If using safety eyes, insert them now before proceeding with the body. 

 

Start to increase for body 
Rnd 18: (k1, kfb) to end  (18 sts) 

Rnd 19: knit all sts 

Rnd 20: (k1, kfb) to end  (27 sts) 

Rnd 21: knit all sts 

Rnd 22: (k2, kfb) to end  (36 sts) 

Rnds 23-26: knit all sts (= 4 rounds) 

The beginning of the round will now become the centre of the chest. 

 

Short row section (shaping chest) 
(Remember to pick up and knit/purl each wrapped stich as you come to it) 

Rnd 27: k3, w&t, p6, w&t, k3 

Rnd 28: k4, w&t, p8, w&t, k4 

Rnd 29: k5, w&t, p10, w&t, k5 

Rnd 30: k6, w&t, p12, w&t, k6 

Rnd 31: k7, w&t, p14, w&t, k7 

Rnd 32: knit all sts. 

 

Decrease section 
Rnd 33: k1, k2tog, k30, ssk, k1  (34 sts) 

Rnd 34: k1, k2tog, k28, ssk, k1  (32 sts) 

Rnd 35: k1, k2tog, k26, ssk, k1  (30 sts) 

Rnd 36: k1, k2tog, k24, ssk, k1  (28 sts) 

Rnd 37: k1, k2tog, k22, ssk, k1  (26 sts) 

Rnd 38: k1, k2tog, k20, ssk, k1  (24 sts) 

Rnd 39: k1, k2tog, k3, k2tog, k3, k2tog, k3, ssk, k3, ssk, k1  (19 sts) 

Rnd 40: knit all sts  

Rnd 41: k1, k2tog, k1, k2tog, k1, k2tog, k1, ssk, k1, ssk, k1, ssk, k1  (13 sts) 

Rnd 42: knit all sts 

 

Before stuffing, pull up and weave in the tail from the disappearing loop cast 

on so that the hole at the top of the head is closed. Stuff the head and body of 

the owl before starting the tail section.  

 

Tail 
Rnd 43: (k1, kfb) to last stitch, m1, k1, m1  (21 sts) 

Rnd 44: knit all sts 

Rnd 45: (k2, kfb) to end of round  (28 sts) 

Rnd 46: knit all sts 
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Rnd 47: (k3, kfb) to end of round  (35 sts) 

Rnd 48: knit all sts 

Rnd 49: (k4, kfb) to end of round  (42 sts) 

Rnd 50: knit all sts 

At this point you can add more stuffing to body/head if desired, but DO NOT 

stuff the tail section. This will be pressed flat and grafted using kitchener stitch. 

 

Grafting the tail 
Arrange the tail stitches on two needles thus:  

K10 sts. Place the next 21 sts onto a dpn. Then place the last 11 sts onto a 

second dpn, along with the first 10 sts that you just knitted. Each needle now 

has 21 sts, ready for grafting.  

 

 

Graft all sts using kitchener stitch. If you 

are unfamiliar with kitchener stitch, I 

recommend using this tutorial from 

Knitty.com. 

Weave the yarn end through the tail to 

the point where the body and tail 

sections meet. Use the end to sew across 

the top of the tail to prevent the body 

stuffing from moving down into the tail 

section (pictured). Weave in end to 

secure, and cut. 

 

 

 

Legs 
On the decrease section of the body, pick up 6 sts as shown. If it is difficult to 

pick the stitches up directly onto the needles, use a small crochet hook to pick 

up between the existing stitches. 

 

http://knitty.com/ISSUEsummer04/FEATtheresasum04.html
http://knitty.com/ISSUEsummer04/FEATtheresasum04.html
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Rnds 1-3: knit all sts 

Cut yarn, leaving a six-inch tail, and thread through the live sts and pull closed. 

Weave in end to secure but do not cut excess yarn – you will use it later to sew 

on the foot. Repeat for second leg.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foot 
Note: The feet are quite fiddly. If you 

prefer, you can cut a foot shape out 

of white or grey felt instead.  

Using disappearing loop cast-on, CO 

3 sts 

Rnds 1-3: knit all sts, as i-cord  

Rnd 4: kfb 3 times, dividing stitches 

over 3 dpns (pictured right). There 

should be 2 stitches on each dpn. 

Rnd 5: knit all sts 

 

 

Separation for toes: 

Leave the first two sts in the round 

on a dpn. Place the remaining 4 

sts onto a piece of waste yarn  

 

Toe 1: Work the 2 sts on the dpn 

as i-cord for 3 rounds. Cut yarn, 

leaving a six-inch tail, thread 

through the live sts and pull 

closed. 

 

 

Toe 2: Put the first and fourth st from the waste yarn onto a dpn (pictured 

below). With new yarn, and leaving an 8 inch tail, knit the 2 sts on the dpn as i-

cord for 4 rounds. Cut yarn, leaving a six-inch tail, thread through the live sts 

and pull closed.  

 

Toe 3: Put the last 2 sts onto a dpn. With new yarn, OR using the 8 inch tail you 

left when joining the yarn for the second toe, work the 2 sts as i-cord for 3 
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rounds. Cut yarn, leaving a six-inch tail, thread through the live sts and pull 

closed. 

Weave in all ends. Make a second foot using the same method and set aside.  

 

 

Wings 
Using cable cast-on, cast on 5 sts 

Row 1: kfb into every st  (10 sts) 

Row : knit all sts 

Row 3: kfb, knit to last st, kfb  (12 sts) 

Row 4: kfb, knit to end  (13 sts) 

Row 5: knit to last st, kfb  (14 sts) 

Row 6: knit all sts  

Row 7: knit to last st, kfb  (15 sts) 

Row 8: knit all sts 

Row 9: knit to last st, kfb  (16 sts) 

Row 10: knit all sts 

Row 11: knit to last st, kfb  (17 sts) 

Row 12-13: knit all sts (= 2 rounds) 

 

Begin picot bind-off 
Instead of knitting back across your live sts, CO 3 sts on the end of the row 

using the cable cast-on (pictured), then BO 6 sts.  
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This forms the first picot, the longest feather at the tip of the wing. Then bind 

off the remaining sts as follows: 

(CO2, BO5) 3 times, CO2, BO all sts.  

Weave in the ends to secure. Cut one, leaving one to sew the wing to the body. 

You may want to block the picots lightly to open them out, but be careful not 

to stretch out the main body of the wing – a tight fabric is needed for the 

wings to be self-supporting. 

Make a second wing using the same method and set aside.  

 

Making up the owl body 
Using the yarn tail you left at the end of the leg, use a darning needle to sew 

the middle of the foot to the bottom of the leg as pictured, so that there is one 

toe facing backward and three facing forwards. Repeat for the other foot and 

leg.  

 

 

 

Using the yarn tail you left on the wing, sew the flat edge of the wing to the 

body as pictured. Repeat for the other wing. 
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Embroidering the features 
Eyes (if not using safety eyes): Cut two small circles of yellow felt (approx. 8mm 

or 5/16 inch diameter) and use a dab of fabric glue to stick to the head. Using 

black thread, sew a 4mm black bead into the centre of each circle to make 

pupils. Cut two slivers of black felt for the eyebrows, and glue into place curved 

just above the eyes (trying to sew such small pieces will likely cause the felt to 

disintegrate, so it is better to glue it). Refer to picture below for correct 

placement, but small variations are what give each owl its own personality. 

Beak: You can either make a bullion knot using black wool (I recommend 

Sarah’s Hand Embroidery Tutorials), or if you prefer, cut a small kite shape out 

of black felt, and attach with fabric glue. 

Breast feathers: You can add detail by swiss darning in black, but due to the 

small size of the ornament, this is quite fiddly. Instead, you can give the 

impression of feathers using detached fly stitch (I recommend Sarah’s Hand 

Embroidery Tutorials). Create small V shapes across the owl’s breast, using the 

photo as a reference. If you wish you can also add black V details on the owl’s 

back, but it also looks good plain. 

 

 

Making the Envelope 
 

Envelope Template 

 

 

Method 1: Freezer Paper 
 

The easiest way to cut felt accurately is to use freezer paper. Trace the 

envelope template onto the matt side of the paper, then cut roughly around 

the pattern (leave at least 5mm or 3/16 inch around the drawn shape).  

Place the paper waxy side down on the felt, then iron the paper onto the 

cream/parchment felt with a medium heat setting (no steam). The waxy side 

will melt slightly and adhere to the felt. Using very sharp scissors, cut along the 

traced lines, then gently peel away the freezer paper. You will have a beautiful, 

accurately cut envelope shape ready to be glued.  

http://www.embroidery.rocksea.org/stitch/knots/bullion-knot/
http://www.embroidery.rocksea.org/stitch/fly-stitch/fly-stitch/
http://www.embroidery.rocksea.org/stitch/fly-stitch/fly-stitch/
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Note – if you are using acrylic felt, do not let the iron touch the surface of the 

felt, to avoid melting it. Use a pressing cloth or piece of baking parchment in 

between iron and felt to protect it.  

 

Method 2: Card Template 
If you don’t have freezer paper, you can create a card template to draw around. 

Roughly cut around the paper envelope template, and glue this to a piece of 

thin card. Once dry, carefully cut along the envelope outline. You now have a 

rigid template to draw around. Using an air-erasable pen or tailor’s chalk, 

carefully trace round the template on your felt, and cut out using sharp 

scissors. 

 

Assembling the Envelope 
Place a thin line of glue along the edges of the side flaps (use glue sparingly, as 

too much will squeeze out the sides and stain). Fold the side flaps over into the 

middle and use clothes pegs to hold in place while the glue dries. Once dry, 

apply glue to the bottom flap fold into the middle and hold in place with a 

heavy book or clothes pegs while drying (I usually use a book, as clothes pegs 

can leave indentations). Finally, apply glue to the top flap and fold into the 

middle, and hold in place with pegs while the glue dries. 

Making the Seal 
On the red felt, embroider a small circle (approximately 5mm or 3/16 inch 

diameter) in backstitch (I recommend Sarah’s Hand Embroidery Tutorials if you 

need a refresher).  

 

Using very sharp scissors, cut a wobbly circle around your embroidered circle 

to create the ‘wax’ seal. Use a dab of glue to stick it the seal in place over the 

envelope flap.  

Attaching the Envelope 
To attach the envelope to the owl’s foot, secure a length of white thread to the 

back talon with a couple of small stitches. Using an air-erasable pen or tailor’s 

chalk, make two marks on the envelope where you want the feet to grasp it. 

Fold the first foot over the top of the envelope over one of the marks, with the 

three front toes on one side and the back toe on the other. Secure the foot to 

the envelope with a few stitches going right through from front to back, 

ensuring all four toes are secured by a couple of stitches. Fasten off with a 

couple of small stitches in an unobtrusive place. Repeat for second foot. To 

http://www.embroidery.rocksea.org/stitch/back-stitch/back-stitch/
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add claws, embroider a couple of small stitches at the end of each toe using 

black embroidery floss 

 

 

Hanging 
To hang your owl, use the white thread to sew a soldered jump ring to the top 

of the owl’s head. Make several stitches to ensure the ring is secure. Tie a loop 

of gold cord or ribbon through the jump ring, and hang your owl in pride of 

place! 

 

 

These instructions are for a snowy owl, but using different coloured yarn and 

embroidery, you could make lots of varieties of owl. I would love to see what 

you create on Ravelry! 

 

© 2017 Tzipporah Johnston/Button Willow Knits - all rights reserved. 

This pattern is for personal, non-commercial use only. Please do not sell this 

pattern or items made from it without permission. Thank you! 
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Appendix: Optional Wing Modification  

This version of the wings uses short row shaping to create a slightly more 

curved shape. If you are making multiple owls, it looks good to vary the wing 

shape and angle to give the impression they are in mid-flight! 

 

Instructions: 
Using cable cast-on, cast on 5 sts 

Row 1: kfb into every st  (10 sts) 

Row 2: knit all sts 

Row 3: kfb, knit to last st, kfb  (12 sts) 

Row 4: kfb, knit to end  (13 sts) 

Row 5: knit to last st, kfb  (14 sts) 

Row 6: knit all sts  

Row 7: knit to last st, kfb  (15 sts) 

Row 8: knit all sts 

Row 9: knit to last st, kfb  (16 sts) 

Row 10: knit to last st, kfb (17) 

Row 11: knit to last st, kfb  (18 sts) 

Rows 12-13: knit all sts (= 2 rounds) 

Row 14: Kfb, k to end  (19 sts) 

Row 15: K to end, kfb  (20 sts) 

Short Row Shaping Section: 
Row 16: K10, w&t, k to end. 

Row 17: K12, w&t, k to end. 

Row 18: K14, w&t, k to end. 

 

Begin picot bind-off 
Instead of knitting back across your live sts, CO 3 sts on the end of the row 

using the cable cast-on (pictured), then BO 6 sts.  

This forms the first picot, the longest feather at the tip of the wing. Then bind 

off the remaining sts as follows: 

(CO2, BO5) 3 times, CO2, BO all sts.  

Weave in the ends to secure. Cut one, leaving one to sew the wing to the body. 

 

 


