
 

Launch of the French-Zambian Chamber of Commerce (FZCC) &                
French Embassy Campaign to support Zambian Economy and Popula?on 

during the COVID 19 crisis 

Press review May 12th Dona?on 

The French-Zambian Chamber of Commerce (FZCC) launches a campaign to support 
Zambian economy and popula<on during #COVID 19 crisis. 

The FZCC and the French Embassy are mobilizing a joint dona<on worth of 48, 820 USD in 
masks, hand sani<zers and medical supplies, from French Companies opera<ng in Zambia : 
CFAO, NEOEN, ENGIE Power Corner, CMA CGM, BUREAU VERITAS, AGS, RAZEL-BEC and 
LAFARGE. 

“In these challenging <mes and more than ever, the French community in Zambia must be at 
the side of the Zambian people and the more vulnerable communi<es. 
The best way to support Zambian economy is through our French businesses, working here 
in Zambia, which keep on opera<ng and are reac<ng to this difficult situa<on with skill and 
experience in order to preserve employment. 
Today, through making dona<ons of Personnel Protec<ve Equipment’s (PPEs), medicine and 
medical supplies, several French companies -all member of the French-Zambian Chamber of 
Commerce- are joining their efforts to support communi<es in Lusaka and across the 
country”. FZCC Executive Director, Alexandre Degré. 

Daily Mail, publica<on on May 13th by Benedict Tembo 



Daily Mail, publica<on on May 14th by Kalonde Nya< and Nancy Mwape 

Daily Na<on, publica<on on May 14th by Buumba Chimbulu 

  

EVERY year at Zambia Sugar Plc, 
December to March is dedicated 
to maintenance of factory 
facilities and related areas like 

LUULJDWLRQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DV�ZHOO�DV�RXU�ÀHHW�
of agricultural machinery. 

This is called the off-crop period. 
Subsequently, the activity in the whole 
district slows down. 

The off-crop period also involves 
recruitment of thousands of employees as 
well as safety training for the various 
teams in readiness for a safe season 
ahead. 

While Zambia Sugar’s efforts 
were centred on scheduled plant 
maintenance, the unexpected 
happened in December 2019. 

The global coronavirus pandemic 
(COVID-19) was announced in 
China’s Wuhan Province and the 
disease quickly began to spread to the 
rest of the world. 

Every passing week brought 
unprecedented challenges across the 
world, from social and health systems 
to businesses. 

First it was China going on 
lockdown and other countries that 
were hard hit followed suit. 

By March 18, 2020, Zambia recorded 
LWV�¿UVW�WZR�FDVHV��

The COVID-19 era has brought 
challenges that call for proactive 
DSSURDFKHV�WR�¿QGLQJ�VROXWLRQV�DQG�
innovative means to creating new ways of 
working that focus on ensuring business 
continuity.

Completing the off-crop period and 
getting ready for a new sugar production 
season was a mammoth task for Zambia 
Sugar. 

Obtaining spare parts from outside 
the country and facilitating the smooth 
exit of foreign specialists who joined 

their Zambian counterparts during the 
maintenance period all taking place within 
WKH�FRQ¿QHV�RI�6WDWXWRU\�,QVWUXPHQWV����
and 22 of 2020, travel restrictions and 
lockdowns in some of the countries were 
especially challenging enterprises.

Stakeholders, including the Government 
of the Republic of Zambia, through line 
ministries, industry associations, namely 
the Zambia Association of Manufacturers, 
Zambia Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, and Zambia National Farmers 
Union, as well as business partners in the 
value chain, have been supportive. 

Zambia Sugar has been awarded 
status of essential goods manufacturer to 
facilitate with supplies that are needed to 
ensure the production season continues 
uninterrupted. 

As a consequence, the company made 
a commitment to supply the country’s 
energy (nutrition) requirements.
7KHUHIRUH��LW�ZDV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�RFFDVLRQ�

for Zambia Sugar when country managing 
GLUHFWRU�5HEHFFD�.DWRZD�RI¿FLDOO\�ÀDJJHG�
off the season. 

Usually the event is marked by a fair 
amount of pomp as well as a sizable 
audience made up of employees, the 
media, a dignitary from the district, 
SURYLQFH�RU�NH\�PLQLVWULHV�WR�RI¿FLDOO\�
declare the start of the sugar production 
VHDVRQ��7KLV�WLPH��KRZHYHU��VKH�ÀDJJHG�
RII�WKH�¿UVW�RI¿FLDO�GD\�RI�WKH������
sugar production season on April 14, 
2020 amidst a very lean gathering made 
up of no more than 30 employees only 

(in line with 
the Ministry 
of Health 
guidelines on 
gatherings).

Zambia 
Sugar is equal 
to the task to 
see the 2020 
sugar season 
take off. 

The 
company has 
incorporated 
COVID-19 
responses into 
its strategy. 

The country 
managing 

director and her executive team focus 
on business continuity and keeping both 
internal and external stakeholders updated 
on COVID-19. 

The company has in place a COVID-19 
response executive task team chaired by 
the country managing director. 

The team has implemented a COVID-19 
response plan which is integrated in 
the ways of working, focusing on 
precautionary measures which are 
monitored and reviewed regularly. 

Some of the measures include:  
Regular COVID-19 updates to 
employees, business partners and other 

stakeholders; mandatory temperature 
checks at all entrances, social-distancing 
protocols, restricted movement within 
the estate and within work teams, 
suspended face-to-face meetings, 
introduction of remote working 
(working from home), promoting the 
stay home campaign for residents; 
cancellation of all non-essential visitors 
to the company premises. Provision 
of handwashing facilities at all access 
points with clean running water and 
liquid soap, as well as paper towels; 
PRGL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WXUQVWLOHV�WR�DOORZ�
only knee contact; provision of hand 
sanitisers at work stations, mandatory 
wearing of face masks – thus issued 
as personal protective equipment to 
employees.

Enforcement of social-distancing 
protocols – entrances and walkways in 
the workplace – which are marked (this 
also includes change in seating rules 
in vehicles one metre apart with face 
masks), daily COVID-19 and toolbox 
talks to employees.

Zambia Sugar continues to contribute 
to the growth of the agriculture and 
manufacturing sectors and overall 
economy by taking the sugar industry to 
higher heights. 

The company remains committed 
to ensuring sustainable supply of 
sugar and sugar products to customers 
and consumers as well as satisfying 
the needs of all other stakeholders, 
including local communities, during this 
challenging period.

The challenge is on and Zambia Sugar 
is equal to the task. 

Stay safe and observe all COVID-19 
preventive measures.

For comments and queries 
contact corporate@zamsugar.zm

KALONDE NYATI
Lusaka

MARKET players are on the edge 
monitoring the Kwacha-United States 
(US) dollar pair, which is generally on an 
upward trend.

Zanaco said in its treasury newsletter 
that market players are watching the 

motion of the two currencies keenly, 
although anticipation is widely tilted 
towards a stable local unit. 

On Tuesday, the Kwacha rallied in what 
looked to be a reverse of the depreciation 
it contracted in the last two sessions. 

“The local unit opened trading at 
K18.55 and K18.60 per dollar and swiftly 
accelerated to be captured at K18.20 and 

K18.25 per dollar by close of business 
despite market seeing limited corporate 
activity,” Zanaco said.

And Absa Bank Zambia Plc said the 
appreciation of the Kwacha was sustained 
in Tuesday’s session as market players 
RIÀRDGHG�IRUHLJQ�FXUUHQF\�LQWR�WKH�PDUNHW�
to meet local currency obligations with an 
increase in interbank activity as US$10 

million exchanged hands on the day. 
Opening the day at its previous day’s 

close of K18.50 and K18.55 to the 
86�GROODU��WKH�ORFDO�XQLW�WUDGHG�¿UPO\�
throughout the day to close at K18.20 and 
K18.25. 

“Due to the current immense supply, we 
expect the local unit to post more gains in 
the near term,” Absa Bank said.
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Zambia Sugar committed to business continuity

Kwacha slides towards 17th mark

Rufunsa in 10 gold 
milling plants lift

GSMA tips Zambia

France rallies for Zambia
To push Group of 20 to put country on a debt relief programme

KALONDE NYATI, 
NANCY MWAPE
Lusaka

FRANCE is pushing 
the Group 20 (G20) 
countries to ensure 
Zambia is among the 
countries put on a debt 
relief programme, 

French Ambassador to Zambia 
Sylvain Berger has said.

Mr Berger said France is 
championing the idea of having debt 
cut to offer relief to African countries 
in the wake of the coronavirus, 
which could affect debt repayment.

However, Zambia has to request 
for the debt cut through the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF).

“President Emmanuel Macron is 
leading the initiative for the G20 
to cut payment of interest for the 
debt of 44 countries, including 

Zambia, and for that Zambia has to 
go through IMF to get this help,” 
Mr Berger said on Tuesday during 
the launch of the French-Zambia 
Chamber of Commerce and French 
Embassy Campaign to support the 
Zambian economy and population 
during the COVID-19 crisis.

Mr Berger said France will 
assist Zambia in getting debt relief 
from the G20 while focusing on 
rebuilding the economy post-

COVID-19.
He also said France has 

committed about €1.2 billion to 
assist developing countries in Africa.

So far €800 million has been 
released.

Mr Berger said it is important 
IRU�=DPELD�WR�DFFHOHUDWH�WKH�¿JKW�
against COVID-19 and mitigate the 
impact caused by the pandemic on 
the economy.

“It is a tough battle and I hope 

Zambia will not go through the same 
path as France, and I know what is 
happening in Zambia currently is 
painful.  Zambia has gone through 
PDQ\�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�
able to recover every time.  We are 
here to help Zambia through these 
GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV�´�KH�VDLG�

Mr Berger said France has 
decided to mobilise resources to 
DVVLVW�$IULFD�HIIHFWLYHO\�¿JKW�WKH�
pandemic and withstand economic 

shocks.
³:LWK�RI¿FLDO�GHYHORSPHQW�

assistance amounting to €10.9 
billion, distributed through both 
bilateral and multilateral channels, 
ZH�DUH�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�¿IWK�ODUJHVW�
donor.  It should be recalled in this 
regard that France is the second 
largest contributor of European 
Union Member States to the 
European Development Fund,” he 
said.

KALONDE NYATI
Lusaka

GOLD processing in Rufunsa 
by Consolidated Gold Company 
Limited (CGC) has started with 
10 gold milling plants already 
set up.

ZCCM-Investments Holdings 
(IH) public relations manager 
/RLVD�.DNRPD�VDLG�WKH�¿UVW�
phase of the project will result 
in the processing capacity of 30 
tonnes of ore per day.

A targeted average of 7.5 
kilogrammes gold will be 
produced monthly.

“The next stage of the phase 
is also underway which involves 
the setting up of the gold vat 
leaching plant in Rufunsa. The 
plant is aimed at chemically 
processing the gold stock piles 
from two old gold mines and 
concentrates from the gold 
milling plants,” Mrs Kakoma 
said in a statement yesterday. 

She also said the vat leaching 
plant, which is scheduled to be 
completed next month, will have 
a processing capacity of 8,000 
tonnes of ore material per leach 
and a targeted gold production 
of 17.5 kilogrammes per month.

The total targeted gold 
production envisaged is 25 
kilogrammes per month from 
both the milling and the vat 
leaching plants. 

A total of approximately 
US$3.15 million has been 
injected in the two production 
lines following the successful 
completion and launch of a gold 
laboratory set at a total cost of 
US$250,000 in Lusaka in March 
2020.

And ZCCM-IH chief 
H[HFXWLYH�RI¿FHU�0DEYXWR�
Chipata, who undertook a 
site visit recently, expressed 
happiness that the project is on 
course, despite a few delays 
in bringing in equipment from 
outside the country due to the 
coronavirus.
&*&�FKLHI�H[HFXWLYH�RI¿FHU�

Faisal Keer said the business 
model involves working with 
various artisanal and small-
scale gold miners in providing 
access to the milling plants, with 
a view to increasing the gold 
production. 

Mr Keer said CGCZ is also 
helping licensed small-scale 
gold miners with mining 
technical expertise and safety 
and also providing access to 
earth moving machinery to 
increase gold ore production that 
is subsequently processed using 
the milling plants.  

Phase two of the project, 
which will involve setting up 
the same model in Mumbwa, is 
expected to start before the end 
of this year. 

CLEMENT SINYANGWE 
Lusaka

THE Global System for Mobile Association 
(GSMA) has urged governments in sub-Saharan 
Africa, including Zambia, to utilise technology to 
boost the digital economy and transform people’s 
lives in the wake of the coronavirus.

Head of GSMA in sub-Saharan Africa Akinwale 
Goodluck said the pandemic has resulted in 
several countries adopting technology in various 
sectors.

Mr Goodluck said to encourage the use of 
technology, providers and content developers also 
need to leverage on local content to stimulate 
demand.

“I encourage governments to adopt the use of 
technology, which we refer to as the hero, in the 
¿JKW�DJDLQVW�&29,'�����6LQFH�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�WKH�
pandemic, we have seen a lot of countries making 
emergency strides towards achieving the digital 
inclusion where we expect to see more use of the 
information communication technologies (ICTs) 
such as electronic(e)-commerce, e-learning and 
other related activities, ” he said during an online 
GLJLWDO�LQFOXVLRQ�EULH¿QJ�IRU�VXE�6DKDUDQ�$IULFD�RQ�
Tuesday.

Mr Goodluck cited some of the factors hindering 
the use of ICTs as high cost of data bundles and 
¿JKWLQJ�GLJLWDO�LOOLWHUDF\�RQ�WKH�FRQWLQHQW�

He said about 25 million devices are expected to 
be connected to the internet by the year 2025.

Mr Goodluck also said ICTs are helping in 
contact tracing during the COVID-19, though only 
accessible on smartphones.

Meanwhile, Bureaux de Change Association 
of Zambia has called on Government to compel 
property owners to lease their facilities in Kwacha 
WR�KHOS�EXVLQHVVHV�UHPDLQ�DÀRDW�LQ�YLHZ�RI�WKH�
volatile local unit, coupled with the coronavirus, 
TRYNESS TEMBO reports.

Association president Paul Kalumba said some 
property owners lease their facilities in foreign 
currency.

This means if the Kwacha weakens, tenants 
have to pay more.

=$0%,$�$TXDFXOWXUH�&RRSHUDWLYH�6RFLHW\�FKDLUSHUVRQ�'U�&ROOLQV�.DFKDND�IHHGLQJ�ÀVK�DW�KLV�
farm in Lusaka West recently.                                                        PICTURE: GOODSON LUPIYA/ZANIS
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