
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
PROCEDURES 

 
 
This practical guide provides you with useful tips to start (or continue) your process for               
applying to a “Laisser-Passer”. 
 
First things first, before digging into the procedure itself, we want to make remind              
you, in simple terms, what the law says:  

 
WHAT THE LAW SAYS 
 
Any use of false documents or false declarations / attestation is punishable by a              
5-year ban on the territory for the foreig applicant, and up to 5 years in prison and                 
75,000 euros in fines for the French national. 
 
 

https://www.codes-et-lois.fr/code-des-douanes/toc-contentieux-recouvrement-disposi
tions-repressives-classific-f130e56-texte-integral  
r 
https://demarchesadministratives.fr/demarches/fabrication-usage-et-detention-de-fau
x-documents 
 

 
If you provide wrong information, this will delay the request processing or you request may               
simply get directly denied. You also expose yourself to much worse, should you knowingly              
provide false information, as explained above.  
 
 
1.ADVICE 
 
 
Before starting these steps, you must understand that the country in which the French              
embassy is located also has laws and is a Sovereign State. Therefore, if the said state has                 
decided to close its borders or to adopt a specific legislation, you will need to take this into                  
account. 
If you find yourself blocked in that country from a travel options point of view, you will have to                   
organize yourself in order to directly contact the Minister or parliamentarians of the said              
country in order to defend your cause and more specifically to try and understand what these                
blocking points are. France or the French Embassy cannot go against the laws of the               
country in question. France has no legal power over a foreign country’s laws. 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://www.codes-et-lois.fr/code-des-douanes/toc-contentieux-recouvrement-dispositions-repressives-classific-f130e56-texte-integral
https://www.codes-et-lois.fr/code-des-douanes/toc-contentieux-recouvrement-dispositions-repressives-classific-f130e56-texte-integral
https://demarchesadministratives.fr/demarches/fabrication-usage-et-detention-de-faux-documents
https://demarchesadministratives.fr/demarches/fabrication-usage-et-detention-de-faux-documents
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1 DEFINE THE STATUS OF YOUR COUPLE 

 
(relationship duration - trips taken together - the length of time you two have been together, 
community of life, your personal history) are all elements that will allow you to define a 
status. 
 
For example: 

● married couple 
● couple who was about to get married (marriage record validated and filed, wedding             

banners published and not opposed in the form of a certificate) 
● couple have just started a process for a marriage (file in progress) 
● PACS couple / in the process of PACS (PACS = civil union contract) 
● concubine couple 
● couple who lives a long-distance relationship because ... 
●  

 
  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/


1.2   SCAN / MAKE A FILE OF EVIDENCES OF YOUR RELATIONSHIP 

 
 

● airline tickets in the respective countries 
● Identity card for French nationals + foreigners 
● Passports of both 
● Visas in progress (if available/applicable) 
● entry and exit buffers 
● airline tickets already purchased or flight plan 
● Electricity / gas bills in both names (be careful, any mistake or false representation is               

penalized and it is obvious that they check whether the two people were in the               
territory at the same time or not) 

● Lease agreement with both your names on it (same thing) 
● Joint account with both your names on it (same thing) 
● any documented administrative procedure that you would have carried out together           

(same thing) 
● trips made together 
● photos, any other relevant documented evidence, etc. 

 
 
Here is a great  application that will allow you to Scan your docs with the phone: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.intsig.camscanner&hl=fr 
 
https://apps.apple.com/fr/app/camscanner-document-scan-fax/id388627783 
 
  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.intsig.camscanner&hl=fr
https://apps.apple.com/fr/app/camscanner-document-scan-fax/id388627783
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/


 
Here are some tips to gather your evidences and assemble your file: 
 

● Assembling a file with a maximum of elements proving the relationship, photos,            
stamps on passport, signed written statements of the two partners + families +             
neighbors + dogs + cats etc certifying their knowledge of your relationship ..... 

● As far as my partner and I are concerned, each one of us will make a handwritten                 
certificate/statement in our respective language, as well as a digital version           
translated into each language. I think this will help the consular services.  

● A neat file, easy to read, precise and concise, without spelling mistakes, in PDF              
format for each provided document and appropriately worded: try and put yourself in             
the shoes of the person who will have to read it and help them to give you the “Go”                   
by making a neat file!  

● For the moment, the elements to be provided have not been specifically detailed,             
everything is still vague at this stage, which leaves the door open to giving any sort of                 
elements you deem appropriate, even non-administrative ones. This is consistent          
with the fact that this process refers to unmarried couples, not in a civil partnership,               
without proof of having had a common resident adress in the past, as per the French                
law requirement to define a married or “PACS couple.  

● This procedure is for French nationals/citizens wishing to receive their partner on the             
French territory, hoping that the same will be the case for permanent residents too. 

● This file must be submitted to the French consulate of the place of residence of the                
foreign partner. 

● This file will be examined and if it is validated by the CIC, a type of visa called                  
"laissez passer" may then be requested. On the positive side, this visa will not be               
questionable/can’t be opposed by airlines and customs, nor by immigration services. 

● (The plane tickets can then be purchased to verify) 
 

 
  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/


1.3 CONTACT THE RIGHT EMBASSY 

 
 
Here is the link allowing you to find the embassy or consulate you are attached to: 
 
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/le-ministere-et-son-reseau/annuaires-du-ministere-d
e-l-europe-et-des-affaires-etrangeres/ambassades-et-consulats-francais-a-l-etranger
/ 
 
Do not hesitate to contact the crisis unit/committee of the embassy or consulate: they are the                
ones who collect your documents. Use preferably the email (which you can keep as proof of                
your exchanges with the Embassy/Consulate). Feel free to call too if you want to ask a                
specific question.. 
 
(You can find this crisis unit/committee on the website of your embassy or consulate) 
 
Please note: I advise you to try and have a French person to handle your request at the                  
Embassy/Consulate, because, being French citizens, they have much more weight and the            
French Embassy or Consulate has the obligation to process their requests. 
 
 
 
 
  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/le-ministere-et-son-reseau/annuaires-du-ministere-de-l-europe-et-des-affaires-etrangeres/ambassades-et-consulats-francais-a-l-etranger/
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1.4 VISAS 

 
 
If you don't need a visa to travel, that’s good news (but call the Embassy for clarification or                  
confirmation that you do not need to provide a visa) 
 
If you already have a visa but it’s expiring, check the link below as some of them have been                   
extended in duration: 
 
https://www.service-public.fr/particuliers/actualites/A13950 
 
Any valid visa is taken into account by the embassy, depending on the type and country in                 
question. (call or ask your embassy for visas available) 
 
If you don't have one, you will probably need to get a visa to get a laissez-passer (ask the                   
embassy). Which is a bit contradictory but that's the procedure. 
 
 
 
  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://www.service-public.fr/particuliers/actualites/A13950
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/


1.5 PLANE TICKETS 

 
 
Be careful, in order to obtain this laissez-passer, you will also very often HAVE TO provide a                 
flight plan (tickets purchased, most probably a return ticket and sometimes return), it all              
depends on what the Embassy / Consulate will answer you. Of course, you will also have to                 
find the right flight, the right time (allow a period of 3 weeks to be wide from the sending of                    
your travel documents) 
 
Here is the link of the activities of all airlines: 
 
https://ulysse.travel/actus/covid-19/reprise-vols-internationaux 
 
Warning: Some flights have seen their prices totally skyrocket (on some flights up to x3) 
 
Also beware of mandatory COVID tests you could be subject to before flying, depending on               
the country in which you are. 
 
 
 
https://www.tourdumondiste.com/coronavirus-dans-quels-pays-peut-on-voyager 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://ulysse.travel/actus/covid-19/reprise-vols-internationaux
https://www.tourdumondiste.com/coronavirus-dans-quels-pays-peut-on-voyager
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1.5 BE PATIENT 

 
 
You will have to realize that your situation and the case-by-case study will of course depend                
on the evidence you can provide but also on the length of your relationship. A couple who                 
have been dating for several years, and a couple who just started their relationship in               
January even though love is there for both, may not necessarily be treated at the same                
speed. Everything will depend on the situation which will be done on a case by case basis. 
 
The average processing time indicated by Mr Lemoyne is 8 to 10 days (from the moment the                 
interministerial crisis center receives the documents to open a file). In reality this period is               
closer to 15 days, and could actually be more than that. 
 
You will therefore need to be patient. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/


2.THE LAISSEZ-PASSER PROCEDURE IN DETAILS 

 
  

STEP 1 STEP 2  (2.1 - 2.2 - 2.3) STEP 3 

CONSULATE + EMBASSADIES 
- find the authorized crisis unit or find an 

email (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

CIC  
Interministerial Crisis 
Center (Ministry of the 
Interior) 

the Interior) 
CONSULATE + 
EMBASSADIES 
 
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

request a list of documents attesting to a 
relationship (see directly on the site or list below) 
 
link: 
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/le-ministere-et-s
on-reseau/annuaires-du-ministere-de-l-europe-et-
des-affaires-etrangeres/ambassades-et-consulats
-francais-a-l-etranger/ 
 
Once the list is complete, it sends all your 
docs to CIC but globally:  
 

● a letter explaining your situation signed by 
both parties. 

● Identity card for French nationals + 
foreigners 

● Passports of both 
● Visas in progress 
● entry and exit buffers 
● plane tickets already purchased or flight 

plan (often MANDATORY) 
● Electricity / gas bills in both names (be 

careful, any falsehood is penalized and it 
is obvious that they check whether the two 
people are in the territory at the same 
time) 

● rental lease in your two names (same 
thing) 

● common account of your two names 
(same thing) 

● any administrative procedure that you 
would have carried out at 2 

●  (same thing) 
● joint trips 
● photo evidence etc ... 

 

Works in 3 stages and 3 
internal services: 
 
 
2.1 
1st service: receipt of 
documents and opening of 
a file in your name 
 
2.2 
2nd service: analysis and 
control of all the parts 
presented. Validation or 
not. 
 
2.3 
3rd service: acceptance or 
refusal of the pass 
 
drafting of this if accepted 
 
sending the laissez-passer 
to the consulate or 
embassy 
 

receives the favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of the 
CIC and sends it back to 
the person who requested 
it. 
 
in connection with the 
airlines for the name of the 
persons to take the flight 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 
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SIMPLIFIED DIAGRAM 
 

 

 

We love each other and are a couple. 

 

With COVID we had to communicate remotely for 
many months. 

 

Now we have to prove our relationship in order to be 
able to find each other and collect as many documents 
as possible to send to the Crisis Staff at the Embassy 

Consulate. 

 

Send them to the Consulate / Embassy at the correct 
Mail (be careful of the storage limit of your mailbox) 

 

The consulate lists your documents so that the file is 
complete for sending. 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 
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He will  then send them to the Interministerial Crisis 
Center which controls your documents. 

 

There is a waiting time of 8 to 10 days normally 
but in fact rather 15 by not knowing whether the 

application was accepted or refused. 
 

 

The CIC makes the decision depending on the 
elements and validates or refuses the pass which is 

then sent to you by email directly or by email from the 
Embassy. 

 

You can then leave by presenting this pass 

 

to finally be able to meet again after more than half a 
year of waiting 

 
 
 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/


 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/612434563019089/

