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To Stéphanie Martin.

The first to sense, albeit without the ability to explain, 
a working water-powered mechanism inside the great pyramid.
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All truth passes through three stages. 
First, it is ridiculed. 

Second, it is violently opposed. 
Third, it is accepted as being self-evident.

(Arthur Schopenhauer)
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Preface
Unintentional

by Jean-Pierre Adam

Extract from the radio discussion by Jean-Pierre Adam, architect and 
archaeologist of the CNRS (French National Centre for Scientific Research) 
during the program "Little theories on the pyramids" broadcast by 
France Culture on 21st February 2007.

 

"In 2006 for example, the CNRS laboratory, our modest little 
establishment, received no less than six files from amateur visionaries, all 
of whom claimed to have cracked the pyramids of Egypt. Since January 
alone, I have received two files on Khufu’s pyramid, it’s always about 
Khufu’s pyramid, and every year we receive a continuous stream of 
between four and ten files on the subject. Since the start of the century, 
across the whole of Europe, there have been several thousand. 

All the files that have come across my desk are in the same vain 
manner, consisting principally of denying all archaeological evidence. 
Sweeping aside all that exists, all common knowledge we share, for these 
onerous and fanciful ideas which allow it to create a mystery and to 
resolve it at the same time.

None of these files add one iota to the understanding of the very 
pyramid they are talking about, and are nothing but blind alleys. We 
can’t even say that these are educated guesses and by their elimination 
we can get closer to our goal, no: these are blind alleys. We can’t even 
say we are using the process of elimination because they are meaningless.

It can, however, be said statistically: all new files that arrive in our 
office can be eliminated because, we know in advance, that they 
are inept!"

Jean-Pierre Adam

"A blind alley" did you say Mister Adam! We will see from the first 
chapter, what is truly a "Blind alley"!
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Chapter 1

The blind alley of the official theory
Dispensing with the fatuous story of the tomb!

The official version, is the story of an immense Pharaoh whom we know 
only from a minuscule ivory statuette, ten centimetres (4 inches) high.

Statuette of the Pharaoh Khufu

It was he, with prerequisite oversized ego, who decided to spend twenty 
years building the largest pyramid of all time. Why only twenty years? 
Because life expectancy then was a lot shorter than it is today. Why a 
pyramid? Simply to preserve the Pharaoh’s mummy intact on the earth, 
so as to ensure eternity in the afterlife. It would have been simpler, and 
more secure, to bury his tomb under the desert sand in order to preserve 
it against thieves but no, Pharaoh wanted to leave a clear visible trace of 
his time on earth. 
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In case the Pharaoh died prematurely the workers, lead by the architect 
Hemiunu, started by digging a hole in the limestone plateau of Giza, to 
make a Subterranean Chamber (1) thirty meters (98 ft) deep, so its large 
roof could bear the weight of the pyramid to come. 

North-south cross-section of the Great Pyramid

North-south cross-section of Khafre’s pyramid
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They easily could have built this chamber at the bottom of the 
construction, just as they later did in Kafre’s pyramid, but that would have 
been too easy, and to complicate matters further they made part of the 
connecting tunnel known as the “descending passage” so that no human 
could stand upright. The workers therefore would have worked on their 
knees or sitting down, unless this part of the tunnel was reserved 
exclusively for dwarves.

It was certainly an original means of forcing reverence before entering 
the mortuary chamber but, in practice, it would have first hindered the 
building work then the transporting of the mummy and funeral furniture.

The descending passage viewed from the passage leading to the cave

Because it was necessary to complete the building work within twenty 
years, they started to build the great pyramid at the same time, requiring 
three hundred and forty three blocks to be excavated, shaped, dispatched 
and placed in position every single day. 

To make something clear, the task was made even more complex as no 
two blocks had the exact same length or width yet, all had to be perfectly 
assembled on site.
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Summit of the Great Pyramid showing the complex assembly of the blocks

Each level is a real puzzle, and no level has the same height as another.

Graph of the height of the rows of blocks by Georges GOYON
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Even with today’s technological means, we could not complete it in 
twenty years, but Egyptologists have decided it was a tomb. So it shall be 
written, so it shall be known.

First major construction error: even though they were capable of 
orientating their monuments north-south with near perfect precision, they 
made a mistake: either the pyramid or the Subterranean Chamber is not 
aligned, and instead is shifted towards the south. (See graphic on page 
10)

 

North-west side of the Subterranean Chamber

During construction the air in the Subterranean Chamber would have 
quickly become toxic, so to resolve the ventilation problem, they dug 
another passage, starting from a small natural cavity called “the cave” 
linking it to the base of the descending passage. They also dug another 
passage 16 meters (52 ft) to the south either for ventilation or to create 
another Subterranean Chamber further on.

Construction continued on the descending passage until it almost joined 
up with the entrance of the pyramid when, suddenly the architects 
realised that digging was more difficult than building. Also, this does not 
allow for the construction of the small shafts to allow Pharaohs’ soul to 
escape towards the stars.
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The Subterranean Chamber project situated thirty meters (98 ft) 
underground was therefore abandoned in favour of another one, the 
Queen’s Chamber (#2 on the graphic on page 10) situated thirty meters 
(98 ft) above ground. 

The initial project the Subterranean Chamber

The new project the Queen’s Chamber
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The ascending passage or the art of hunkering down

Thus, construction of the ascending passage was started, no doubt by 
spike shoed dwarves but, as the very concept of the Queen’s Chamber 
had been an afterthought, it was necessary to link the new section of the 
passage to the descending passage by digging through blocks already in 
place.

The two sections of the ascending passage
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According to the official theory of the successive tombs, the architect 
here was truly average; he thought to progressively shrink the width of 
the base of the passage in order for the granite plugs they would use later 
to become trapped. Even though he hadn’t yet thought of the Grand 
Gallery where he could store them, it would have been much easier to 
slide these plugs in place via the descending passage to block access to 
the passages. 

 

Ideal position of the granite plugs to close off the passages

Here are the advantages of closing off the passages this way:

1- There is no need to plan an exit route for the workers as the plugs 
could be slid into place from the outside.

2- The plugs correctly mask the ascending passage, the entrance being 
smaller than the ceiling of the descending passage.

3- Both passages are closed off.
4- Avoids the need to store the plugs in the Grand Gallery.

Any architect worthy of the name would have opted for this solution, but 
Hemiunu continued to construct the ascending passage and put in place 
three granite girdle stones that would then have to be dug through 
afterwards in order to free up the passage!

Nevermind if this kind of device will be detrimental to the set up of the 
future plugs! (See cross-section on the two parts of the ascending 
passage) 
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Regarding the positioning of the Queen’s Chamber, this time the 
architect was not mistaken and it is perfectly aligned with the pyramid’s 
axis but, in the end, he realised that a long passage designed for midgets 
isn’t really the most practical means for moving a sarcophagus and a 
statue into the chamber. He decided therefore to increase the height at 
the end of the passage by digging a step down. 

The step of the Queen’s Chamber passage
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The Pharaoh, however, isn’t happy for several reasons:

To start with, this chamber, with its more modest dimensions than the 
Subterranean Chamber, doesn’t reflect his grandeur at all and nor will it 
be possible to transport the sarcophagus there because it is too wide for 
the lower section of the ascending passage.

The Queen’s Chamber and its niche

Therefore, they are going to have to transport his mummy on a stretcher 
up to the sarcophagus, but a gross miscalculation due to time constraints 
means that they have finished the chamber but have forgotten to install 
the statue and the sarcophagus. Worse still, they have forgotten about the 
portcullises and girdle stones blocking the way, what a mess!

The architect however has one final idea, the King’s Chamber! (#3 on 
the cross-section on page 10)

The Pharaoh will be happy, no more midget passageway, now there is a 
Grand Gallery especially conceived for giants. The architect hesitates a bit 
between a flat ceiling and a pointed one but, in the end, opts for the most 
structurally risky solution. 

In a calm sea every man is a pilot!
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Glossary

Battering ram: large wooden log used to break down a door.

Brace: stone serving as a buttress.

Discharge Chambers: devices to relieve the weight of upper levels on 
the ceiling.

Flexure: deformity under pressure of weight.

Gutter: central channel of a sewer designed for the passage of water.

Hydraulic lock: lock activated under the effect of hydraulic pressure.

Hydraulic pressure: force exerted by water on a given surface.

Levee: an embankment designed to prevent flooding.

Lever Arm: the perpendicular distance from the fulcrum of a lever to the 
line of action of the effort or to the line of action of the weight.

Lintel: horizontal stone support above an opening. 

Monolith: large stone. 

Niche: shallow recess in a wall.

Notch: a hole in the stone made to house something.

Overflow: an outlet or receptacle for excess liquid.

Portcullis: slab of granite sliding in grooves that acts to close off access.

Priming: to pour or admit liquid into (a pump) to expel air and prepare 
for action.

Prop: device for support.

Seal: device designed to prevent leaking of water.

Supports: support areas at the extremities of a beam.

Rafter covering: beams placed in an inverted V shape above an opening 
that supports the masonry.
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Safety valve: device designed to limit pressure by releasing compressed 
air or water.

Strut: beam acting to maintain two walls of fortified trench.

Water Column Height: difference in height between the upper and lower 
ends of the shaft containing water. 
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