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BISO Introduction  
First biennial dedicated to contemporary sculpture on the African continent, the 
International Biennial of Sculpture of Ouagadougou (BISO) is an important event for 
Africa and its diaspora, aiming to reveal the dynamism of young African sculptors. 
After the success of the first BISO edition in 2019, the goal of BISO 2021 is to 
strengthen the promotion and visibility of young or confirmed artists, to present to the 
art lovers and the art market the quality and variety of African contemporary sculpture 
and to consolidate its place on the art market.  
 
Two main events for BISO 2021: 
 
- The artists residencies (September 2021), lasting from 15 days to 1 month, the 
residencies are granted by decision of the Selection Committee to artists who wish to 
create on site the work presented during the exhibition. These residencies will take 
place in BISO off sites and studios in Ouagadougou. Artists who wish to apply for 
residencies must notify it in the form below. 
 
- The exhibition (beginning of October 2021) at the French Institute during the 
biennial, which will welcome international visitors, and lasting one month. 
 
 
 

BISO 2021 theme  
 
 

THE AMBIGUOUS ADVENTURE 
 
 
For 2021, BISO pays tribute to the emblematic book Ambiguous Adventure written by 
the Senegalese author Cheikh Hamidou Kane, now 92 years old. In this book with 
strong autobiographical accents, the author reveals the trajectory of the young 
Samba Diallo, son of the fictitious country of the Diallobés - a nation whose elites are 
struck and disoriented by French colonization. Although written in the 1960s, the 
philosophical power of Ambiguous Adventure remains intact today.  
 
Through this theme, the artists are invited to think about the complexity of identities 
in Africa. The issues of gender, beliefs, contemporaneity reveal many ambiguities - 
and can therefore be explored. The selected candidates will be invited to create a 
dialogue between the personal adventure of the artist in his trajectory, diverse by 
nature and made up of dreams, obstacles and paradoxes - and the very ambiguity of 
the concept of « African contemporary art », to which he is sometimes exhorted to 
assimilate. 
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Constitution of the application file 
 
 
The application file must include: 

- The application form completed (p. 6).  
 

- A resume (Curriculum Vitae), with the elements of the artist's training, his 
career, his experiences, his public exhibitions (2 pages maximum, Word or 
PDF). 
 

- A short presentation of the artist's practice, highlighting the coherence of his 
works with the theme of BISO 2021: THE AMBIGUOUS ADVENTURE (2 
pages maximum, Word or PDF). 
 

- A selection of visuals of the artist’s works (5 pictures of artworks maximum, 
JPEG). Pictures have to be in colours, specifying the materials, the techniques 
and dimensions. The artist can apply with existing artworks or with projects 
that will be made for the Biennial. 

The applications have to be sent by e-mail at: 
biso.sculpture@gmail.com before November 30th, 2020 

 

 

Expectations of the Committee  
 
Although it is not possible to establish an exhaustive list of objective criteria that 
would be taken into account by the Committee for the selection of artists, the 
Committee will pay particular attention to: 
 
- the coherence of the artist's proposal with the theme of the Biennial 2021: THE 
AMBIGUOUS ADVENTURE as well as the depth of interpretations  
- the aesthetic and technical interest of the artist's practice 
- the originality and singularity of the works  
- the mastery of the techniques used and the quality of execution 
 
 
Announcement of the selected candidates 
Each candidate will receive an e-mail reply regarding his participation in the Biennial 
at the end December 2020. 
For more information, please send an e-mail at: biso.sculpture@gmail.com 
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APPLICATION FOR BISO BIENNIAL - RULES 
 
 
Article 1: Date and theme 

• The second edition of the International Biennial of Sculpture of Ouagadougou will be 
held at the beginning of October 2021, with residencies during September 2021. 

• For this second edition of BISO, the theme chosen is: THE AMBIGUOUS 
ADVENTURE 

 
Article 2: Participation 

• This call for application is for artists working on sculpture, installation, performance, of 
all origins. 

• A complete application file must be sent, including the completed application form, the 
resume summarizing the candidate's artistic background, a short presentation text of 
the artistic practice and the visuals of the works (5 visuals maximum). 

• The complete application must be sent before November 30th, 2020 by email to 
biso.sculpture@gmail.com. 

• Any file received after this deadline will not be accepted. 
• The candidate must be the author of the original works presented. Any copy is strictly 

prohibited. 
 
Article 3: Selection of the candidates 

• A Selection Committee will review the applications: approximately 20 artists will be 
selected to exhibit at the Biennial.  

• The selected artists will be informed individually by e-mail. 
• The selection committee's choice is final. 
• Once the artists have been selected, the Selection Committee will select the work(s) 

to be exhibited or will invite the artist to produce one or more specific works for the 
Biennial. 

• The selected artists will be required to ensure a presence during the Biennial. The 
dates will be defined by mutual agreement between the organizers and the artist. 
Accommodation may be provided by the Biennial for the opening period. 
 

Article 4: Residencies  

• Among the artists selected to exhibit at the BISO biennial, artistic residencies will be 
offered to some candidates.  

• The artistic residencies will take place in Ouagadougou for a period of three weeks 
before the opening of the biennial.  

• The artists participating in the residencies will provide a project and a schedule for the 
production of their work. 

• The artists participating in the residencies must respect the budget allocated to the 
production of the work in residency.  

• The accommodation for artists in residency will be covered by the biennial. 
 
Article 5: Exhibition Places  

• The works of the Biennial will be exhibited at the French Institute of Ouagadougou. 
• The sculptures will be displayed inside the buildings, but also in outside spaces, 

according to the dimensions and materials of the works. 
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Article 6: Transportation of the artworks 

• The transportation of the works to the Biennial is the responsibility of the artist. 
• Their reception will be done directly on the place of exhibition. 
• Withdrawal of works: the works will be removed by the artist in consultation with the 

organizers at the end of the Biennial or returned by carrier at the expense of the 
artist. 

 
Article 7: Communication  

• The organizers of the Biennial will ensure the communication of the event and of the 
artists exhibited. 

• The Biennial will design the program, the cartels of the works and other supports of 
visits. 

 
Article 8: Price of the biennial  

• The jury of the Biennial will award a prize to the artist whose work(s) have best 
answered the 2021 theme: THE AMBIGUOUS ADVENTURE. The jury will include 
the artists Abdoulaye Konaté and Soly Cissé. 

• The award ceremony will take place at the beginning of the Biennial. 
 
Article 9: Sale  

• The aim of BISO Biennial is the promotion of artistic productions and the contact of 
artists with the contemporary art world. 

• The artists must inform the organizers of the Biennial if any transaction is made 
during the exhibition. 

• The organizers of the Biennial will be able to help the artists who wish to sell their 
works with the pricing and the commercial modalities. 

 
Article 10: Insurance, Responsibility  

• The Biennial will take the usual precautions with regard to the works, but can not be 
held liable for any damages. 

• The Biennial cannot be held responsible for losses, theft, damage, material and moral 
damages resulting from the damage that could occur during the Biennial. 

• Should the Biennial be canceled for any reason and beyond the control of the 
organizers, no compensation will be paid to the participants. 

• The works remain the property of the artist throughout the Biennial, each artist 
remains free to subscribe to a personal insurance guaranteeing his works during the 
event and expressly renounces any recourse against the organizer.
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APPLICATION FORM 

to send with the other documents before November 30th, 2020 
 

 

! Mr  ! Ms 

Family Name _______________________ First Name ________________________ 

Artist Name  _________________________________________________________ 

Birth Date mm/dd/yyyy :________________________________________________ 

Address 

_____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Zip Code _______________ City ________________________________________ 

Phone number ___________________ Cell phone number ____________________ 

Website ____________________________________________________________  

E-mail _____________________________________________________________ 

 
Participation to BISO Biennial (select one of the propositions) : 
 
! wish to participate to the BISO biennial exhibition only (artwork sent for the 
exhibition) 
 

! wish to participate in artist residency before BISO biennial (artwork created in 
Ouagadougou for the exhibition)  
 
Materials used: 
! Wood ! Metal ! Clay        ! Stone ! Plastic      

! Fabric ! Paper ! Glass ! Raw / Recycled materials 

! Other(s) : _________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Technique(s) : 
! Carving             ! Modeling  ! Casting  ! Assembling 

! Other(s) : _________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
Date : ______________________________  City : _________________________ 
 
Signature : __________________________________________________________ 
 
 


