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Hon. Matthew Nkhuwa, Zambian Minister of Energy 

Your Excellency Dr. Kaseba-Sata, Zambian Ambassador to France 

Your Excellency Jacek Jankowski, European Union Ambassador to Zambia 

Your Excellency Sylvain Berger, French Ambassador to Zambia, 

 

Dear Board members, 

Dear Members and guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

(All protocol observed) 

 

Year after year, the day when humanity has already consumed the resources 

that nature can renew in one year, is coming earlier and earlier.  

The NGO Global Footprint Network is publishing annually an atlas detailing the 

ecological footprint of each country, revealing the date of the Day of the 

Exceedance, which marks the day in the year when humanity has exhausted the 

planet's renewable resources. 

This means that, on a global scale, we have caught more fish, cut more trees and 

cultivated more land than nature can offer us in a year. And we have emitted 

more greenhouse gases than our oceans and forests can absorb. Humanity is 

living on credit for the rest of the year, with consequences for future 

generations. 



Regarding energy, global worldwide demand is constantly increasing, due to 

economic and demographic growth, particularly in developing countries. Day 

after day, more and more people are connected to electricity networks. 

It has to be noticed that it is gas, much more than renewable energies, that is 

responding to the increase in consumption. The electricity produced to meet 

our needs is indeed most often derived from fossil fuels, such as coal or gas, 

which contribute to global warming. 

There is an urgent need to shift our power supplies from oil, coal, and natural 

gas to wind, solar, geothermal, and other renewable energy sources. 

Renewable energy technologies are clean sources of energy that have a much 

lower environmental impact than conventional energy technologies. Renewable 

energy will not run out. Ever. Other sources of energy will someday be depleted. 

More than others, the African continent is impacted by climate change.  

Here in Zambia, we have already been experiencing for a few years some 

droughts and poorly distributed rains. 

The diversification into the energy sector has become a major economic and 

environmental stake for the country. More than ever, private and public sector  

must work together and be the actors of this diversification by  implementing 

renewable energy projects on a larger scale.  

The conference that the French-Zambian Chamber of Commerce is holding 

today is an opportunity for interactions between French and Zambian 

companies involved in renewable energy and the public sector stakeholders. 

 

The organization of this event was more than usual a challenge, in these 

uncertain times of the Covid pandemic. 

This conference would not have been possible without:  

the collaboration of the Zambian Ministry of Energy, the French Embassy in 

Zambia and the Institute for Finance and Economics, 

And the commitment of all our sponsors:  LAFARGE, FNB, NEOEN, EDF, TOTAL, 

ENGIE POWER CORNER, COPPERBELT ENERGY CORPORATION, AFRICA 



GREENCO, RAZEL BEC, GENERALE DU SOLAIRE INTERNATIONAL (with EARTH 

TECHNOLOGIES & BLUE SOLUTIONS). 

 

Technical support is provided by MANIC CREATIVES & LIQUID TELECOM. 

 

Thank you to all Zambian & international organizations and institutions for their 

interest in the event. 

Special thanks to the French-Zambian Chamber of Commerce board members, 

members and guests attending today. 

 

Ladies & Gentlemen, welcome to the “Renewable Energy in Zambia” 

Conference. 

 

This conference is a first step to ensure close collaboration between the private 

and public energy sector.  

I am inviting all of you to be part of our next conference which will be a regional 

event. 

 

THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


