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By Evens Emmanuel

As part of the Higher Education, Research and Development Week in Haiti, the organizing 
committee honored me as one of their guests. He also chose me to report on the state of 
research in Haiti, in this special session called "Sequence of Higher Education-Research and 
Development-Private Sector in Haiti."

First of all, I would like to thank each of the institutions that had the ingenious idea to think 
about holding this scientific event. I congratulate the members of the Organizing Committee 
for all the invisible work that the preparation of such an event requires.
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The unprecedented nature of this event prompts me to ask two questions: (i) Why the week 
and not a week? (ii) Why a sequence of higher education, research and development-private 
sector in Haiti?

First element of reflection: the great paradigms, Thomas Khun advances, always arise in 
periods of great social crisis. In the difficult and tumultuous socio-political conditions that 
Haiti has known for several decades, the definitive article "LA" expresses, subject to
confirmation by future acts, the decision of the Haitian State, organizing member of the 
week, to introduce Higher Education and Higher Education. Research (ESI) in public policies 
in Haiti. It seems that the Haitian public authorities have finally understood that ESI, science 
and the active participation of the private sector, through the establishment of a national 
system of competitiveness, can only lead the country to innovation, to better income, to the 
creation of employment and wealth to raise the standard of living of the population.

Second item for reflection: the French Larousse dictionary defines "SEQUENCE" as an 
ordered series of operations, phases, elements, and so on. Therefore, tonight's meeting is 
the first in a long series between the highest educational authorities, the private business 
sector and the academic world on the options to be taken to support Haiti in its 
development.

Based on these two elements for reflection, I welcome this first edition of the Higher 
Education, Research and Development Week in Haiti. In my opinion, this translates as: "THE 
ACT OF ENROLLING THIS COUNTRY IN MODERNITY." I hope that this historic initiative will 
become the main national meeting on the evaluation of the annual production of scientific 
knowledge, its dissemination and the improvement of knowledge in Haiti.

Since the advent of reason, as a method of thinking and acting, in the 5th century BC, 
science and technology have not been as important as they have been since the second half 
of the 20th century. As Alain Gilles emphasizes, the contemporary world is characterized by 
the increasingly important role of scientific knowledge in the field of production.

Recent models of socioeconomic development, elaborated by industrialized countries, 
mentioned by Francisco Ayala in the 1996 UNESCO science report, highlight the close link 
that exists between science, technology and economic development. Thus, Clinton and 
Gore, for example, could say: “Technology, the engine of economic growth, creates jobs, 
builds new industries and improves our standard of living. Science is the fuel that drives the 
engine of technology ”. The domain of scientific knowledge and technologies, wrote 
Creutzer Mathurin of the MENJS in 1998, is today so decisive in the development of a 
society that if we allow the current situation to continue, we are jeopardizing the future of 
Haitian society, already far removed from it. Present.

Due to the various socio-political crises that periodically shake it, the Republic of Haiti has 
just wasted the time it takes for various emerging countries to settle into modernity. 
Countries, Samuel Pierre tells us, have taken at least 60 years to prepare for these changes. 
China is an example. According to the Swiss National Fund, basic research in China is 
funded primarily by the government, and the private sector works with universities on short-
term applied research projects. According to a 2014 OECD report, China doubled its R&D 
spending between 2009 and 2012, and could overtake the United States in 2019. Recently 
receiving French Nobel Prizes, President Hollande announced the French state's decision to 
increase substantially the research budget.

Who funds research in Haiti? And why fund research?

Funding at the national level for research has four main objectives: (i) first, it promotes the 
production of new knowledge. This (ii) must be disseminated and published after receiving 
the favorable opinion of peers. (iii) This knowledge, once validated by peers, must be 
exploited by the public or private sector to produce national wealth. Without the production 
of new knowledge, development is not possible. (iv) The financing of scientific research is
equivalent to the financing of development, in its broadest sense.

Not all power, Professor Berroux tells us, is a factor of development. On the contrary, 
structures that oppose development are emerging in some countries. Between 1957 and the 
present, Haiti seems to be one of those countries that is mired in a regressive spiral of its 
economy. However, we must mention the excellent initiative that was launched during the 
academic years 1997-1998 and 1998-1999 by the Ministry of National Education, Youth and 
Sports (MENJS), through the "RESEARCH SUPPORT PROGRAM". Unfortunately, for lack of a 
spirit of continuity, this has been missing for years.
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Caribbean and beyond

Some beneficiaries of this program, currently teaching-researchers at Haitian universities, 
supported GRAHN, UniQ, ESIH, UEH, ISTEAH and Les Editions Pédagogie Nouvelle to 
proceed on January 8, 2016 with the creation of the Haitian Academy of Sciences.

After the painful earthquake of January 12, 2010, two Haitian universities had a great 
responsibility to pool their scarce resources to provide the country with a doctoral school. 
These are the State University of Haiti (UEH) and the Quisqueya University (uniQ) that signed
on December 8, 2011, in the presence of the Agence universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF) 
and the French Embassy in Haiti, an agreement which gave rise to the Doctoral College of 
Haiti (CDH). Let me, ladies and gentlemen, pay tribute and thank Professor Jean Vernet 
Henry, former President of UEH, and Professor Jacky Lumarque, President of uniQ.

According to the statutes, "the CDH brings together the doctoral programs and doctoral 
schools of the reference universities, as well as the schools, laboratories, units and doctoral 
research teams belonging to the Haitian higher education institutions that are members of 
CORPUHA and AUF competing in the training of doctors in the fields selected by the Board 
of Directors at the proposal of the Scientific Council ".

According to the report of the first international evaluation of the CDH, the evaluators 
highlighted four strengths of this school:

I consider it desirable that the AUF, the sole sponsor of the CDH, maintain and renew its 
financial support for this initiative, but with mechanisms capable of guiding the management 
of the project towards the search for other sources of financing destined to be sustainable 
over time. 

Allow me to finish my intervention with the conclusions of an interview given to the 
newspaper "Le Nouvelliste" as part of the first edition of this WEEK: "I hope that the highest 
financial authorities of the country, the private business sector and international donors, are 
interested in The objectives of this project. Indeed, the achievement of these objectives will 
allow the country, and more particularly the Haitian university system, to equip itself with: (i) 
several internationally recognized professor-researchers, (ii) several master's graduates and 
new doctors, capable of supporting the country in its development and implementation of 
the SDGs. "

The culture of evaluation: The CDH, through the Haitian universities that are members 

of the AUF, introduces many innovative elements into the Haitian university 

landscape. It marks the beginning of a new era in local university research, that of 

periodic peer review, which is one of the essential elements in the functioning of any 

higher education system.

The growth of legitimacy: At the beginning of February 2015, the CDH went from 

having 2 to having 7 members: (i) 3 doctoral schools - ESIH School of Doctorate in 

Informatics and Telecommunications; UEH Doctoral School at SHS; UniQ Doctoral

School "Society and Environment"; (ii) and 4 research teams: CREGED from UniQ, 

LADIREP from UEH, LAQUE from UniQ and SITERE from ESIH.

Internationalization: With these advances, the CDH is sending clear and visible signals 

in the field of university research at the national level. In effect, Haitian universities, at 

the level of their research units and / or laboratories, must now be part of an 

international dynamic, through the implementation of research projects and / or 

programs on national issues that are becoming established and, with the time, with 

the exchange of results through publications in international journals.

Promotion of the adoption of regulatory standards for the higher education and 

research sector. In the Haitian context marked by the absence of standards and 

regulation of higher education and research, the CDH serves as a frame of reference 

and quality assurance for its members in terms of doctoral work, teaching at the 3rd 

cycle level, labeling or accreditation. of research laboratories and accreditation of

professors-researchers with doctorates.
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