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Dates: May 23 and 24, 2022

Main venue: Institut Curie, 26 rue d’Ulm, Paris

Format: hybrid 

Expected number of guests on site: 150 

Online broadcast 

Title: MSCA 25 ans : Nouvelles générations, nouveaux défis  / 

          Next generation MSCA: opening a new era for change

MSCA (Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions) is one of the key international scientific mobility instruments 

of Horizon Europe, the European Union’s flagship funding programme for doctoral education and 

postdoctoral training for researchers  for 2021-2027. The MSCA Conference is organized each year by the 

country holding the rotating presidency of the European Union.

Since January, France has taken over the EU Council Presidency. In this context, Université Paris Sciences 

et Lettres – PSL, on behalf of the French Ministry for Higher Education, Research and Innovation, will 

organize the “MSCA 2022 : Nouvelles générations, nouveaux défis” / “Next generation MSCA: opening a 

new era for change” Conference.

The objective of this conference is to highlight this program, through a series of presentations and debates 

raising the issues covered by it: doctoral training, international mobility of researchers, their career 

development etc. The Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions provide funding for interdisciplinary research, 

public-private cooperation and international partnerships. Indeed, this program does not only support 

scientists in the European context, but also worldwide. Each conference highlights specific issues of the 

program, in order to provide the European Commission with quality recommendations that will offer 

researchers optimal conditions for carrying out their work. 

This 2022 edition will be an opportunity to step back and ask ourselves what we want for the future of the 

program and to best support the future generations of researchers who will benefit from it.

How has MSCA helped advance research and innovation in Europe for the past 25 years? What are the 

key societal challenges that the MSCA program should help further address for its next 25 years?

In order to answer these issues, several reflections will be conducted: how to strengthen the relationship 

between science and society? How to raise awareness on gender equality in research? How to establish 

more environmentally friendly research methods, or how to help academics in danger in the practice of 

their profession.

The MSCA Conferences are events intended primarily for the scientific and academic community and will 

constitute a dedicated space for sharing experiences and good practices to enrich the programme, create 

recommendations and strengthen its impact and present the concrete features of the new programme 

for 2021-2027.

Program
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Program
Cette édition 2022 sera animée par Paul de Brem

DAY 1 May 23, 2022

TIME SEQUENCES SPEAKERS

09:00   09:30 

09:30   10:00 

10:00   10:30  

10:30   11:15

11:15   12:15

12:15   12:30

12:30   12:35

12:35   14:00

14:15   16:00 

16:00   16:30

Opening speeches 

Scene-setting keynote

COFFEE BREAK 

A short history of 

Marie Sklodowska Curie

MSCA at 25: 

what has been achieved? 

MSCA 2021-2027 programme: 

new strategic orientations

Q&A session

Introduction to the workshops (4 parallel workshops)

LUNCH

COFFEE BREAK

• EU-Commission

• French Ministry for Higher Education, Research,

and Innovation

• Université PSL (Paris Sciences & Lettres)

• Institut Curie

• Barbara Cassin,

Philologist and Philosopher,

Member of the Académie Française

• Denis Guthleben,

Historian, Scientific attaché at the CNRS History

Committee, specialist in the history of science

• EU commission representative

• MCAA (alumni association) representative

• Graça Raposo, PhD Research Director CNRS

• Workshop 1

Supporting gender equality

with and within MSCA: closing

the gender gap in research

and supporting the career

development of female

researchers

• Workshop 3

Closing the gap between

research and citizens: building

trust in science with MSCA

• Workshop 2

Global solidarity in higher

education and research:

supporting academic freedom

and academics at risk

• Workshop 4

From intentions to actions:

implementing the MSCA Green

Charter in research projects.
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16:30   17:00

17:00   17:15

17:45   19:00

19:30   21:00

09:30   12:00

12:30   14:00 

Presentation of the workshops´ results  

Conclusions 

Visit at Panthéon    / 

COCKTAIL AND ORCHESTRA 

MSCA Falling Walls labs 

LUNCH at Cité internationale universitaire de Paris

Reporters

Paul de Brem 

Visit of Marie Curie patrimony 

Concordia

DAY 2 May 24 (Morning)

The conference will combine different types of interventions such as a keynote, panel discussions, parallel 

sessions with different interactive formats, and a celebratory award ceremony.

All elements of the conference are designed to actively engage the audience.  

Designed as a “one and a half day” event, the conference will begin in the morning of 23 May 2022 and 

conclude after lunch on 24 May 2022. Each day will deal with different aspects of the thematic axes of 

the conference.

The conference will consist of four plenary sessions (on Day 1), four parallel workshops (Day 1) and a prize 

event (Day 2). 

1 • Plenary sessions - Morning session of DAY 1

• Opening remarks, giving the floor to two high-level speakers

(approximatively 15 minutes per speaker).

• A keynote speech from a distinguished researcher from Université PSL.

• A plenary session will indeed be dedicated to the history of Marie Skłodowska-Curie,

as the history of Marie Skłodowska-Curie echoes very strongly with PSL and particularly with the 

Institut Curie which will host the conference.  

• A plenary session to share opinion on strategic orientation of the program

2 • Parallel workshops - Afternoon session of DAY 1

Four parallel workshops will be conducted to address, in small groups, 

important challenges we identify for future generations of researchers:  

Methodology
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• Workshop 1: 
Supporting gender equality with and within MSCA: closing the gender gap in research and 
supporting the career development of female researchers. 
This workshop will aim to address a major challenge: closing the gender gap in research and science 

and working on equal opportunities in career development for both women and men. Since its inception, 

MSCA has focused on promoting gender equality and equal opportunities for its fellows and in its projects 

(transparent recruitment, quality employment and working conditions for researchers, part-time work 

and parental leave, etc.). How can we work further to close the gender gap? What actions can we explore? 

How can MSCA inspire other programs and move the issue forward? How can we ensure inclusion within 

the research experiments themselves? In this interactive session, stories and ideas will be shared and 

recommendations will emerge. The Gender Equality Plan and the transformation of institutional practices 

to foster gender equality will be particularly highlighted.

• Workshop 2: 
Global solidarity in higher education and research: supporting academic freedom and academics 
at risk. 
Due to spreading conflicts and pressures on academics and universities around the world, researchers 

are becoming increasingly targeted, putting at risk academic freedom, a key founding principle of MSCA.

Several programs such as Scholars at Risk Europe or the PAUSE program in France have been protecting 

and welcoming these scholars by offering to host them for research and education activities in EU higher 

education institutions.

How can the MSCA support such initiatives? What are the best practices when welcoming vulnerable 

researchers within your home institution?

 
• Workshop 3: 
Closing the gap between research and citizens: building trust in science with MSCA.

This session is directly inspired by the priority of the French Ministry of Higher Education, Research and 

Innovation to strengthen the relationship between science and society, which is also one of the main 

objectives of MSCA for 2021-2027. There are major objectives in sharing and making available science 

and knowledge more globally. This strategy of «Science with and for society» implies renewing the pact 

between researchers and citizens, injecting more awareness, transparency, trust and reciprocity in 

their relationship, but also recognizing the new contribution that citizen participation in research could 

represent and thus developing the aspect of citizen engagement. This strategy is based on a conviction: 

the relationship between science and society must be recognized as a dimension of scientific activity. 

How can this necessary link be strengthened through MSCA? 

• Workshop 4: 
From intentions to actions: implementing the MSCA Green Charter in research projects. 

The degradation of our environment and climate change represent a mirage for the future. The question 

of our common future and the impact of research is crucial. The MSCA program supports bottom-up and 

frontier/applied research in support of the European Green Deal and in solving climate and environmental 

problems. An MSCA Green Charter provides guidance in this regard. It is a code of good practice by 

which all participants must adhere to this Charter and «do their best» to minimize environmental impact in 

their research activities. This approach is intended to be structural because it begins at the identification 

of the project and continues throughout the life of the project. 

Thus, during this interactive session, we will first establish an inventory of the early application of the 

Green Charter in the work of the MSCA laureates, the data expressed will be illustrated by testimonies 

on the actual experience of eco-responsibility that the laureates had to implement. This approach will be 

intended to ask many questions related to the integration of the Green Charter in the Green Deal. In order 

to develop the establishment of this Green Charter, the discussion will turn to the means of promoting the 

good practices, while seeking how to generate enthusiasm around them. 

At the end of this sharing of ideas, a proposal for an advice booklet for the application of the good 

practices of the Green Charter will be made. 
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 3 • Prize event - DAY 2

MSCA Falling wall labs 

Falling Walls Lab is a world-class pitch competition, networking forum, and a steppingstone for the next 

generation of researchers, innovators, trailblazers, creators, and visionaries. Organised independently 

by the European Commission in conjunction with the Falling Walls Lab, by pitching their research, 

MSCA fellows will be able to work on their transversal skills such as communication and outreach, drive 

their innovations and access new collaborations. The aim of the Falling Walls Foundation is to promote 

exceptional ideas and connect promising scientists and entrepreneurs from all fields on a global level. 

Under its supervision, academic and research organisations around the world organise their own 

competitions at local and regional level. Each year, in November, the winners of each local Falling Walls 

Lab meet to compete in the Falling Walls Lab Finale.

Following a call for applications, 15 candidates will be able to present their project in a 3-minute format, 

followed by a question-and-answer sequence with a jury of researchers, institutions and academics. The 

winner of this round will have the chance to participate at the Falling wall labs final in Berlin

Format  

In line with previous conferences, the 2022 conference will last one day and a half. The first day will 

be dedicated to the conference itself, combining plenary sessions and participatory workshops. The 

second day will focus on the prize event, social events and visits and a special lunch organized at the Cité 

Internationale Universitaire de Paris, right before a high-level meeting bringing together the EU ministerial 

directors for higher education and research.

The international health crisis context has had a strong impact on the organisation of MSCA conferences 

in recent years. For example, the 2020 MSCA conference organised by Germany was a completely virtual 

event. Depending on the public health situation in May 2022, logistics might need to be adapted to respect 

specific health constraints (i.e. limitation of participants per room).

Université PSL will also pay close attention to the carbon footprint of the event in consequence has decided 

to adopt a hybrid format. This decision will allow the event to benefit from the advantages of face-to-face 

meetings in terms of quality of exchanges and networking, while ensuring that a larger audience can also 

follow remotely and participate in the event thanks to live broadcasting




